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KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
THE RADICAL CURE OF HERNIA BY WOOD'S OPERATION ; 
SUCCESSFUL IN FOURTEEN CASES. 
(Under the care of Mr. Woop.) 


pupils a young man, aged seventeen, on whom he had per- 
formed four months ago his operation for the radical cure of 
hernia, The case was a scrotal hernia of sixteen months’ 
standing. The patient had never worn a truss. The internal 
opening was the largest he had ever dealt with, admitting with 
ease the tips of four fingers, with thin and lax abdominal 
muscles. With a view of fairly testing the efficacy of the cure, 
the case had been left subsequently to the operation, altogether 
without truss. Its present condition fully justified the expec- 
tations of the operator. The inguinal canal was entirely closed, 
the descent of the gut being evidently arrested at the upper 
part of the canal, notwithstanding that during the four months 


upon the ligatures, resulting from the size of the internal - 
operation between the ominal m' P 3 
ligament. This was attended with much swelling of the abdo- 
men, but not so much general tenderness on pressure as to 
justify entirely the suspicion of peritonitis, There was no sick- 
on con : was t some days, 
moved by the administration of an enema of assafetida 
the long rectum tube. The pus escaped ly 
through the and lower o by pressure and the use 
of drainage tu i 
ceased altogether, and ings closed up, lea great 
hardness and consolidation in the inguinal i The 
was afterwards sent to Margate for the benefit of sea air, and 
had ‘now completely recovered his health and strength. 
cure was in all res: most satisfactory 
Mr. Wood that he had himself operated in this method 
fourteen cases, which had been quite indiscriminately 
en as they to him. In one instance only was the cure 
ig This was the case in which varicocele 
on the third day, necessitating the removal of 
the and ligatures. The patient was exhibited in the 
theatre some time ago, when the varicocele was still persistent, 
and some effusion into what was apparently the lower of 
the original sac cut off from the peritoneum, but no i 
All the rest of the cases had 
i y sati cures up to the present time, 
although in the last four or five cases'no tram whatever hed 
been worn after the operation. In one instance, a varicocele was 
coexistent with a very long scrotal hernia, Both the hernia 
and the varicocele were cured by the operation. In the first 
case operated upon, twenty months had elapsed since the ope- 
ration. The patient remains entirely free from hernial : 
sion. No truss has been worn for some time, the patient 
having lifted as much as a hundredweight without it. The 
side operated on seems now quite as strong as the other, the 
inguinal canal ng evidently obliterated. 
Ported in our “* Mirror” of the 29th of May, 1858. In most of 
the cases, the duration of the treatment was from a fortnight 
to three weeks. In one or two, the wounds were nearly closed 
on the tenth day. In none, except the case above alluded to, 
hag those been any bed eymptome Mr. Wood now believes 


== 


that the of a truss after operation not only 
masks the failure of the operation, but promotes the absorption 
of the newly-formed tissues, which are depended upon, in most 
methods of for preventing the re-descent of the bowel. In 
bis method, the absolute closure of the canal by adhesion of 
the posterior to the anterior wall, so as to obtain a valve-like 
action, preventing a protrusion into the canal, was the effect 
chiefly relied upon to obviate the action of the hernia. 
He now recommends only the occasional wearing of a light 
truss during exercise, for a short period, after the cure has been 
sufficiently tested. The operation had been termed a severe 
one, This could hardly he said of cases which were, as 4 rule, 
well and out of bed in a fortnight or three weeks, and of which 

Nor can it be said to be dangerous in experienced hands 
when the symptoms in thirteen were so slight. We may add 
here, that Mr. Wood's operation has been performed in two 
cases in the Dreadnought It 


is certainly more scientific effective than Wiitzer’s. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


SPONTANEOUS RUPTURE OF A VARICOSE VEIN OF THE LEG 
EXTERNALLY, PRODUCING FATAL HEMORRHAGE, 


(Under the care of Mr. Cantor.) 


** Précis Elémentaire”) that it never does. The former author 
gives the following case :—A, B——,, aged nineteen, a butcher's 
servant at Walworth, long annoyed by varicose veins, while 
killing a pig was told that his own leg was bleeding. His 
companions anxiously but ignorantly tying a handkerchief 
above the knee, increased the hemorrhage ; and before a sur- 
geon could be found, he, in half an hour, fainted and died. 


” translated by the 


of Respirati 
boy | § ham Society, Hasse observes that ‘‘ It is remarkable that 


the ts 


by Sere of al. canting te 
i child close by remarked to her 
feet, and at this moment 


IN THE 
, _ Ow Saturday, November 19th, Mr. Wood brought before the ee q 
A FATAL result from the rupture of a varicose vein is so very : 
unusual, that many writers actually doubt its occurrence. On a 
this point Mr. Howship (‘‘ Discrimination and Appearance of ' 
: Surgical Disease,” p. 145, Lond.) states that a varicose vein M 
bursting externally ought never to destroy life by hemorrhage ; 
and it has been said by a distinguished writer (Delpech, ( 
considerable muscular exertion had been used by the patient. | 1 
When admitted into the hospital, the boy was in a low state q 
of health, and either on that account or from the ip | q 
: | Velpeau and Carswell relate instances in which the bleeding a 
, from a varix of the leg proved fatal; and a patient of the a 
7 latter expired in the of little more than ten minutes - 
| these rare and dangerous cases, and we have the opportunity : 
, | of now placing on record another of considerable interest. The 
details most accurately describe how the hemorrhage went on q 
, that she expired on reaching the hospital. The enlargement { 
was confined chiefly to the smaller veins, and this is to some q 
, in men the dilatation usually arises from the trunk or the prin- : 
cipal branches of the saphena; in women, from the minutest > 
| of (hb voles” Possibly the pressure of the 
| gravid uterus may have a deal to “ with this, and may 
occurrence in women who Dave 
| borne children, and who generally date their varices from one : 
of their pregnancies, 
E. S—,, aged forty, a married woman, was brought to this 
hospital dead, in the evening, having expired from hemorrhage 
| consequent on the sudden spontaneous rupture of a varicose 4 
| vein of the leg. Venous Used wes bo be Sowing 
| from an aperture not larger than the head of a small pin, 4 
| situated an inch and a quarter above the internal malleolus, “ 
| close to the inner edge of the tibia. The garters worn were ¥ 
what s of Seth lage wore 
dilatation and tortuosity implicated the smaller more than the q 
henge wapete, No ulcers were present, nor were any cicatrices 
to be seen on the legs. San The 
body appeared exsanguined, and was that of a -formed but q 
ngly made out 
following particulars have le 
| Mr. Short, dispenser to the hospital : — while 
Fe: in domestic work at home. felt faint. and sought a 
| bar 
| the i 
the poor woman complained of faintness, and istanti} 
| She was immediately 
ec 
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in a chair’ to the hospital—a distance of 150 yards,— | then the deformity is often very great. On the 3rd inst. we 
Dut died wus into the | recorded once of mibel lypus of the nose and antrum, 
effort had been made to arrest the hemorrhage, which was | in a patient under Mr. Fe a 
subsequently found to have commenced before she left her | Hospital; and this week we bring before rs a very 
home, as drops of blood could be traced from her room, down | rare and interesting example of several polypi springing from 
the staircase, the pavement, and into the public-house. | the frontal sinuses of a woman, which caused very great de- 
It was calculated from the time she left her home until | formity and displacement of parts. The existence of the tumours 
she was brought to the hospital, about twenty minutes must | was attributed to a blow at the base of the nose, which must 
have elapsed. have induced some t of i ion, which subsequently 
The deceased was the wife of a postman, and her only ocen- | gave rise to them. They were successfully exti , and the 
pation was of a domestic nature. She had always lived on a | notes of the case state how the nasal bones were found to be 
sufficiency of plain, wholesome food. Her was | widely se , and the diseased mass to occupy a great 


i 


ied by much flooding. 
duri they al 
years; during pregnancy were always tly swollen, 
and about three years since one of them 
little higher up than in the present instance, and in the same 
was 
Se eee of the dissection, made by Mr. 
Canton, o the veins on their deeper surface, in which it will 
be seen how slight is the tortuosity and e 
sighans wilh these itions in the 


neighbouring smaller tributary veins: a points to the i 
of a coil which is firmly adherent to the skin, and marks the 
spot where, on its cutaneous aspect, the vessel had given way ; 
and the same letter in the corner figure marks the size of t 


situation 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


POLYPI OF THE FRONTAL SINUSES EXTENDING INTO THE 
NOSE AND THE ORBITS; SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL. 


(Under the care of Mr. Mircuet. Henry.) 
Tax origin of nasal polypi is most usually from the turbinated 


and ethmoid bones; they are seen generally to spring from the 


inferior spongy bone, towards the outer side of the nostril. 
Occasionally the roof of the nose is a point of origin, but no 
instance is on record of its springing from the septum. More 


cavity, which encroached upon 

locate the eyeballs outwardly. When we last saw the patient, 

she was going on most favourably, although her recovery was 
‘the deformity congequant upon the expansion of the 

_ from the downward passage of the polypi, was very much 
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; 
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: 
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be 
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neath, and much softened. A flap of this structure 
in a like manner to that of the integument. This 

disorganized cavity, containing a large mass of polypi and 
ceous-looking substance, whieh extended on each side into 
orbits, and Tite into the nose. This was effectu 
out with the finger and forceps, and the semi-osseous and in- 
tegumental flaps replaced and ep wet oe by wire sutures. 
There was considefable oozing of blood, which it was desirable 
to arrest. She was, therefore, ordered three pounds of ice, and 
a lotion of arnica, half an ounce to the pint of water, and an 


atic dally. have three ounces of brandy and four pounds 


dy’s fluid, half a drachm to the pint, was ordered to be in- 
jected up the anterior nares to prevent the discharge from 


| dose of castor oil at once. 
29th.—Was better. To have six ounces 


minims of the tincture of aconite, every four hours; and a 
of and a 
tincture of cinchona, and 


was married at the age of twenty, and had been the mother | 
of four children, three of whom are living, their respective ages | 
being eight, six, and two years. She had never suffered a mis- 
| R.. is not often that we meet with such remarkable cases as 
; the present and the one under Mr. Fergusson’s care, previously 
} | noticed. They give much more trouble to eradicate than 
; The notes of the following case were kindly furnished by Mr. 
C. H. Rason, the dresser of the patient. 
7 Sarah R——, aged sixty-three, about two years ago re- 
f and over the frontal sinuses. She lost a great deal of 
| from the nose, which was followed by great swelling that did 
} 
if a f ‘Ye $°%% j ty u in an ounce and a half of infusion of quassia, twice a day. 
awe excepting that it en grad , and | 
AG at the inner canthus of the left eye; and she complained 
i opinm pill. 
i 27th. —Has slept but little, and feels very weak; the wound 
| 
the wound, which had apparently healed, were opened to try 
i in a measure to divert the discharge, which went down the 
| 
i} 

. | chloric ether, every four hours. Condy’s fluid, a drachm to 
i | the pint of water, to be injected into the wound every four 
i hours. Since the use of this she has gradually improved ; and, 
could be expected, the parts slowly and kindly 
if 634 

— ) 
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uncular attachment, is a fibro-plastic or ciliated epithe- 
growth; the false polypus, on the other hand, is a fangoid 
wth, and has no distinct stalk or neck, but rather a thick 


ever, proceeded until it protruded from the meatus, and formed 
a tolerably large and firm tumour. Some fiuid of « serous cha- 
racter 


its bulk at the time, it soon became as as ever. 
i i igi a matter of diffi- 


i This 
continued, with the hope that ulceration of the neck of the 
tumour would occur, and by this means its safe removal be 
— without any ulterior mischief. 
t 


he 14th of December, Mr. Walters, the dresser of the 
case, informed us that, after the second twist gi to the 
needle, the polypus collapsed, and turned black. bn the fourth 
day, the polypus dropped out, looking like a piece of rag. A 
a sli discharge which had existed 

since the introduction of needle ceased, and the patient 
was di , her having been improved by the re- 


ing up the 
The dilated vessels running up the leg 
i of the thigh were of considerable size. Two pine 
h the veins above and three below the knee, 


Al 


: 
i 


F 
FE 


similarly upon three years ago, on his left 
cure of the varix at that time; but the present knot of 
veins was an entirely fresh batch. There can be no doubt 

in the majority of cases the veins operated upon are completely 
obliterated ; but we believe, with Dr. Pirrie of Aberdeen, that 
@ permanent cure of the tendency to varix is not accomplished, 
and that in many cases, sooner or later, the varix returns in 
some other veins. 


King’s College Hospital on the 22nd October, by Mr. Fergusson, 
iho 
and tortuous. A pin was passed underneath a large 

right angles to its trunk, and another was introduced through 


CURE OF VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA BY 
LIQUOR AMMONLZ®. 


WE are anxious to record an instance of the cure of vesico- 
vaginal fistula by the application, direct to its edges, of the 
liquor of ammonia. The case occurred in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, in June last, under Mr. Lioyd’s care. The patient, 
who was twenty-six years of age, been the subject of a 
fistula of the kind mentioned since her confinement in August 
of last year, and was, as is usual, much troubled and incon- 
venienced by the continual dribbling of her urine. A catheter 


situated rather high up the vagina; and this was a 
few times, with the effect of causing perfect closure, so that she 
was enabled to get up and walk abont the ward without the 


escape of any urine into the vagina. On passing the finger into 
this indentation could be felt & the situation 
She left the 


. There can be 


parts have been well tested 
complete, 


ACUTE SYNOVITIS OF THE ANKLE OF A BOY. 


We would draw attention to a case of synovitis of the ankle- 
joint of an acute character in a little boy six years of age, now 
a patient in the Charing-cross Hospital, under Mr. Barwell’ 
care. Inflammation of the synovial membrane of this joint 
cannot be said to be common as compared with other articula- 
tions, and more in the young. The present 
ea is one of interest. It-was caused by an i.jury, a 


and its various causes, make observation that it very sel- 
dom attacks y children, and in them it requires 

rather a.severe injury to a joint to give rise toi 


CIRCINATUS ON THE HAND, AND LICHEN 
SIMPLEX ON BOTH ARMS. 

Ruxcworm is the mildest of all the varieties of herpes, and 

is accompanied with but little inflammation; the vesicles also 

are known to be of the smallest. We were recently shown an in- 


of the disease on the back of her right 


: 
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in the usual manner under the veins, and complete obliteration 
ee has ensued, with a cure of both ulcers. A second case of vari- 
POLYPUS OF THE EAR treatment in a man whose constitution was en down; two ‘ 
Tue auditory canal, like other in body, is occa- | duced.__It_is important to observe that this patient h q 
sionally subject to the presence of polypi; in fact, it would iq 
seem to be a character peculiar to narrow channels lined by , 
e mucous membrane to give origin to these tumours. A polypus 
of the ear is looked upon as of more importance than might a a 
first sight be imagined, and is liable yn mis- 
chief. Mr. Harvey describes those of the meatus as of two q 
kinds- —the true and the false. _The true _ grows from a / 
& and arises from any part of the meatus or membrane of q 
the tympanum. We mention these characteristics because it ’ 
is most between the two kinds, one of 
ing's ege Hospital, in the person of a woman thirty years e vein itself in the direction of its length, so that some 
of age, subject wen wth in her ear for six years. It had | amount ee t thread 
was now pins, wi producing F 
culty, for the external appearance of the growth was that of : 
dried-up mucous membrane; and, as Mr. Bowman remarked, 
it was almost impossible to state with certainty what was its 
the membrana tympani. This only invested the case with } 
the greater interest, for in the treatment this important mem- : 
brane would become destroyed, unless great precautions were ) 
used in the extraction of the polypus ; and the mischief might 
even extend so far as to destroy the ossicles of the ear, and was Kept constantly im the Diadder to reheve this condition, y 
perhers ee ae naan and the caustic ammonia was applied to the edges of the fistu 
passing a needle through the protruding mass, 4 
pe een This was repeated on the 3rd of December, q 
ich at once showed the infiuence it bore upon the circulation, 
no doubt, as we ard Mr. Lioyd remark recently, t ; 
moval of the growth, w must therefore have left tym- 
panum intact. 
THE CURE OF VARICOSE VEINS. 
: . with advantage, and subsequently blisters, conjoined with rest 
years was recently admitted | quiet in bed. Mice boon adopted 
the ine of Lie log with the good result of removi the swelling ;, st the same 
the veine of his left leg and thigh, associated with s varicose | fine he is taking fifteen minima of the liquor of the bichloride 
| of mercury with tincture of cinchona, and when we last saw | 
ahaa m mconvenience was te m @ presence 0 him he was going on as well as could be desired. : ul 
Most writers of authority, in synovitis 
the | 
the 
was t 
: stance of this affection in a married woman, thirty-four years 
of age, at the Charing-cross Hospital, under Dr. Willshire’s ] 
'@ saw some remarkably large varices at the above i care, with a large paedl esac 
on the 16th ultimo, situated at the inner side-of the thigh hand— in fact, one of the lar, we have seen, for It 18 three 
of a man of sixty, who hada varicose ulcer of both legs, | inches in diameter. She has, besides, an eruption of lichen 
in which the veins were in a varicosed condition, Three SE ee as, She has been five if 
Pins above and three below the knee of each leg were placed and a half under treatment, the eruption, however, 
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first a fortnight before that period. It is now 

ae cated the 

and the employment internally of the extract of larch 

bark. There has been no eruption of the herpes about the neck 

ight i in on 

hand semaine ab the sesh of the lange ving of 


on 
CERTAIN POINTS OF PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS 
IN MITRAL VALVE DISEASE. 


By JOHN COCKLE, M.D., F.LS., 


MEMBER OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL 
FREE HOSPITAL, LECTURER ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AT THE GROSVENOR-PLACE SCHOOL, BTC. 


(Concluded from p. 610.) 


Tuese points of physiology premised, I address myself to the 
subject-matter more immediately in question; and I would 
request the reader to bear in mind that the following ob- 
servations are offered rather in the light of suggestions than in 
that of a dogmatic attempt to establish rules upon a subject 
avowedly, at times, one of almost insurmountable difficulty. 

In the inspection of the normal chest, the impulse of the 
heart is ordinarily perceived either between the fourth and 
fifth left cartilages or at about the union of the fifth costo- 
cartilaginous junction. In some rare cases, the apex strikes at 
8 point still lower. The length of the sternum seems to modify 
the precise site. The left nipple is a most unfaithful land- 


mark to indicate the precise position of the apex. Indeed, the | for 
elevation of this process by even half an inch above the line of | 


the right, is of so common occurrence as to be regarded as a 
mere physiological heteromorphism. On the other hand, the 
depression of the left nipple below the line of the right, assum- 
ing the right chest normal, is, so far as I have observed, a sure 
sign of some disease upon the left side. To this rule I have at 
present found no exception. In any case of the impulse stroke 
being unusually low, should any difficulty be experienced, it 
may be readily removed by percussing the opposite wing of the 
Should this point permit a line to pass nearly 

level with the apex, we are sure the heart is in normal position. 
If, on the other hand, a marked difference in favour of the right 
side is perceived, we have then to determine, by other means, 
whether the liver is unduly raised, or the heart unduly lowered. 
The diseases of insufficiency, perhaps, as a entail less 
gurgitation into the left ventricle through the faulty aortic 
valves may, as is well known, last for years, with scarcely a 
subjective symptom, so long as the ventricle maintains its con- 
tractility unimpaired. So, in like manner, with moderate re- 
This is, perhaps, of all 
of the heart, when slight in degree, one of the most 

easily tolerated ; it may also last for years without necessarily 
entailing any marked degree either of hypertrophy or dilatation 
of the heart. The left auricle, with respect to the regurgitant 
blood, acts the of a safety reservoir, just as the tricuspid 
valve permits b to itate into the auricle during tem- 
distension of the right ventricle, and, in the cases 
effectually 


tractility. Hence, in these cases, 
at 

upon as —— the change. That the disease is kept within 


istence of systolic murmur, beyond ing the existence of 
structural change, is here at its minimum of value. Indeed, 
usually, the louder the murmur the less the actual amount of 
iachief inflicted 


To these cases, when chronic, medical treatment, in its strict 
sense, is quite inapplicable. We cannot restore the integrity 


long standing ; 80 as the general health remains 
induce systemic and 

These slightly dilated however, are, it is well known, 


opposite condition of simple h y- I would here 
mentarily allude to the dioteeeen ween palpitation of 
organic and inorganic origin, and observe that, and then, 


now 
perhaps, the surest diagnostic sign between the two condi- 
tions 18 the absence of marked 
of inorganic, and its in cases of organic —— 
I have already stated that this stage may endure for years 
unless some causes, physical or mental, occur to im 


power of the heart is still farther 


Dr. Stokes has 


ticity of the aorta is more or less 
4th.—That an obstruction at the aortic mouth would, on this 


only relatively, i i 
6th.—That in many cases the systolic mitral murmur is 80 


| of a valve which has been . , an endocardial disease of 
= 1 more prone to attacks of palpitation than those in 

general vigour and induce impoverishment of the - irri- 

by blood insufficiently stimulating. It is im this early of 
mischief that special treatment is so applicable—I mean the 
- union of digitalis and iron. I know no treatment to compare 
with this combination. But for its special virtue, digitalis 
: must be given in small (four or five minim) doses, the + in- 
dications being to lessen irritability, to promote regularity of 
thythm and speed, and thus to ensure the complete contraction 
i of the chamber, and, as a consequence, to impart stability and 
_) volume to the pulse. By this treatment not only are such 
| objects achieved, but the physical signs are ameliorated, and 

f the intensity of murmur greatly reduced. I believe that the 

catemnel woo of belladonna, in the 
i ment, must act in an analogous manner. But the dose 
| longing the period of dias we at once lay the foundation 
; the supervention of that condition it is our sole object 
antagonize — dilatation of the chamber. There is an- 
fy possible mode by which its diuretic 
 & qualities, In marked regurgitant di diminished secretion 

. of urine is a common symptom, and is probably a direct result 

i of the diminished amount of blood supplied to the kidney. 

44 Now, when digitalis acts as a diuretic, it may be that, by per- 

mitting the ventricle to empty itself more completely, the aorta 
supplies the kidney with more blood, and consequently more 

} urine is secreted. At least this is the opinion of Prof. Niemayer, 

t, in more exaggerated cases itati great 

question arisce how ouch condition physically to be re- 

cognised? Dees a simple and permanent systolic murmur, 

i harsh or soft, with its maximum intensity at or near the left 
: nipple, reveal the inadequacy of the valves to close the orifice, 
af or may such murmur simply indicate roughness of the ven- 
a tricular face of one or both curtains, or some abnormal position 
ae of a tendinous cord? Skoda has stated, ex cathedrd, that an 
th absolutely intensified accent of the pulmonic sigmoid valves, 

of blood through the lungs, vign of 

H stage of regurgitation, and I need hardly mention the weight 

of authority such a statement bears. to 

iW does appear to me (and I mention it with the deference due to 
bi a great name) that there are some objections to the general re- 

propositions suscepti proof :— 

j lst.—That the second sound of the heart, in health, varies 

if in point of character; that is to say, it is sometimes most loudly 
j intoned to the right, at other times to the left, of the sternum. 

if} 2nd.—That the second sound stands in no fixed relation to 

“a ck and highly elastic endocardium powerful.y supports | the energy of the ventricular systole. MEE recorded 

the muscular tone, and averts the danger of impaired con- | many cases of fever, in which, the walls of the heart being 

i softened, the first sound was annihilated, while the second re- 

tained all its intensity. 

i 3rd.—That the second sound stands in no fixed relation to 
the resiliency of the arterial wall; this sound being loudly 
po heard in some cases of extensive atheroma, in which the elas- 
' ion of the lung. as the sound remains pure 
or but aightly exaggerated we may conc, at the | 
{ does not exhibit any tendency to increase. This is the surest | theory, naturally tend equally to throw stress upon the 
; criterion that I can indicate for such The mere ex- perce of the pulmonary artery. 

‘5th. Where considerabl stati iste, thediminished 
q stream propelled into the aorta would, theoretically, tend to 
closure sound of its and thus leave 
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intense as to ocen entire revolution of the heart, and en- 
tirely to the Gloware sound of the pulmouis signold valves 
7Tth.—That in some cases of auriculo-ventricular contraction, 
the cardiac sounds are so indeterminate, and the rhythm ’so 
disturbed, that nothing like a accent can be discovered, 
Lastly.—Many changes of lung tissue—such as cirrhosis, con- 
traction from phthisis—may permit the pulmonary artery to 
— into more immediate contact with the chest wall, and 
ive, patty, intensified accent. Induration of the left 
= , become a source of reinforcement of the 
are valid, accent upon second sound of the pulmonary artery 
cannot always serve as.a means of of differential diagnosis in the 
diseases of the mitral valve, 
The next point to determine is, are there any other physical 
phenomena which can at times subserve differential diagnosis, 
and even enable us to measure approximatively the amount shat 
rgitation? I believe that there are two. 
irst. —The heart, in such cases, being under the influence of 
irritative excitement, with a varying amount of dilated hyper- 
trophy, acts more energetically than it would do in a normal 
state, though transmitting a diminished ag of blood into 
the systemig vessels, in consequence of back current into 
the auricle. But the subclavian and carotid arteries, in their 
recoil, thus fereibly and suddenly injected, closing on the dimi- 
nished stream, give rise to the phenomena of collapsing and 
unfilled arteries, precisely as we see in cases of spanamic i- 
tation, as, also, following considerable loss of bl 
closure of the sigmoid valves, audible, at least, at the to ‘of the 
sternum and in the . proclaims their integrity, while the 
smallness and softness of the radial pulse exclude the notion of 
mere uncomplicated hypertrophy of the left ventricle only. 
‘Thus, in a sense, condition not only indicates actnal re, 
gitation, but, to some extent, estimates the amount. his 
condition has been, in two cases, carefully noted during life, 
and the condition of simple inadequacy of the mitral valve 
verified after death. This sign, however, requires, of course, 
e second ..sign. of occasional importance, immediately 
conditioned upom the preceding, relates to the reduplication of 
the second sounds of the heart, having, of CommER, their maxi- 


mam in at the mid-sternum.* 


The fallow’na i is the theory I would 
oceurrence, The aorta, receiving a dimini 
consequence of the t stream into the left auricle, 
fails of its accustomed stimulus of distension, and, asa oe | ea 
lags behind: the in its recoil. 
artery, and of reduplication. 
rize the disease, and, 


certain the amount of regurgitating blood. 
There are, however, certain difficulties presenting 
when the second Somes 


this —namely, 
trebled, or even pled. here reduplication occurs 
Se the first sound, it is, I believe, nearly always the result of 
a divided rasp murmur. A great authority in this country, 
Dr. C. J. B. Williams, as also an observer in France, Dr, Char- 
celay, have supposed that the reduplication of the first sound 
originates in a want of synchrouiety of the ventricles, If this 
explanation be correct, it appears to me that there should, 
from an almost pone necessity, be reduplication of the 
Ind at does not of a cer- 
tainty always follow no’ sign in 
through the mitral valve has also been 
viz., 2 murmur audible in the pu artery ; and he ex- 
onganie change in the 
membrane of the vessel. Now, it is certain, that 
in valve disease, not only does 
or three inches above around mamma, occasionally 
completely masking the second sound; it is also audible atthe 
corresponding site posteriorly, and in the course ef the 
vessels. Now in such cases we may.assume a double of 
murmur—that not engendered at the 
valve, but that it is reinforced, or even regenerated, by the 


y two 


* have found this phenomenon oo whee in combination 
with permanent systolic mitral murmur, that I eaten oy be 
yaore and its importance, in a selise, More appre- 
ciated. s important that the murmur be permanent, since there are grounds 
of ‘hat, independestly of basic murmur, inorganic murmer at the 
auriculo-ven' orifice, , may arise during certain 
porary, but severe, paroxysms of cardiac exeitement. 
nence of systolic murmur, y 
cance. 


without perma- 
ite 


obvi 


refluent stream from the ventricle meeting the com 
stiller layer in the auricle. P paratively 
In er cases, when, with weak murmur at the apex, 
murmur—it may be of different pitch—is after a time heard in 
the vessels, it, in all bility, arises from the distended 
aorta pulmonary artery respec- 
@ pressure upon any large artery with the 
stethoscope produces temporary murmur at will. At «'l events, 
hatover'te be the explanation of this murmur in the gr- .: vessels, 
it wg to — a mechanical cause, similar to ‘..e one just 
uamed, in preference to the supposition that nie change 
exists in these vessels. the young, we 
double valvular disease is not the rule; 
different pathologie causes are often 


tion. The sortie valves are mostly affected by the 


cords, 

Regurgitant and obstruetive diseases of the mitral valve 
differ from aortic regurgitant and obstructive diseases in their 
effect mecr te a the chambers of the heart, but all agree in one great 

—viz., the gradually emia tendency to under- 
eear of the arterial, and over-suppl the venous systems. 
This latter result in the systemic + arises from the dimi- 
nished vis 4 tergo consequent upon the insuflicient supply of 
arterial blood, and, such mechanism, these nflectioes toad 
eventually to impaired contractility of the right side of the 
heart, producing those congestions, hemorrhages, and effusions 
which form the common terminus of the diseases of the central 
— of the cireulation. 
for th = of illus the ical 
‘or the illustrating the Bi 
and of signaliging an error which 
trayed with regard to the differential Osis. 
es T——-, aged fifty-three, by trade a shoemaker, was 
admitted patient of she City Dispen 

wing symptoms, w y increasing 
the three preceding years;—Palpitation, at times in severe 
paroxysms of long duration ; considerable dyspncea on exertion ; 
cough, Vv combined with sero-sanguineous expectora- 
tion. The extremities were cold, swolien, and livid; face of 


extremely small and most i 
bing and collapsing ; the et 


eins and undulating 


but soon distended from 


=? but without fremitus, extending from the apex to the 
epigastrium. On anscultation, the heart’s rhythm was markedly 
osseous (?) character, I ma This double 
sound, apparently loadest at the neigh boathoad of the left 
ge and towards the eh axilla, was still audible, in a less 

, over the middle and lower half of the chest, right and 

and mucous riles were heard over the 


showed that he had never suffered 
from 


The above is a fair of his from notes 
taken on several He 
was carefully watched for ey! years, in 
quence of the symptems noted, ysical sigus 
murmurs oe ot them to indicate, bey doubt, 
auriculo-ventricular contraction of the left orifice, with insuffi - 
cient tricuspid valves; and that, sooner or later, an opportunity 
might be afforded of substantiating the cause of the existence 
of a double murmur in euch a case, and so 


five fingers; the tricuspid valves being inadequate to the closure 
iy the ot 


atheroma 
affinit j 
§ 
k was felt to the left of the left nipple. The percussion : 
of dnilness was increased in both the vertical and trans- ‘ 
q 
vexed question: ior neec ardly Say that some of abie 
observers.ip France have most emphatically denied that a 
uring the further course disease, frequently recurnog 
| dropsy, slight im extent, took place, and he at last died from 
| The post-mortem examination was made by Dr. Robin- 
| 9on, who sew the patient several times during | 
| pened. of shis illness... Dhe, following was the condition 
the heart:— Great and general dilatation of all the cavities | 
| amd vessels of the heart, excepting the aorta. The walis _ 
of the cavities were very soft, but thia was, in all probability, 
the..resnit of post-mortem. e¢hange. The right auriculo-ven- 
tricular orifice was immensely dilated, admitting with ease the 
9 
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The larger or aortic curtain of the mitral valve was unusually 
dense and much increased in size; the smaller curtain was alto- 
gether rudimentary, not exceeding in size the thumb-nail. The 
chord tendineze were extremely short and slender, so as scarcely 
to permit the valve to leave the wall of the heart. Considering 
the absence of rheumatic fever and change about the valve, be- 
yond its abortive condition, it was probable that it was a con- 
ital malformation. 


Now, I do not pretend to offer any explanation of the : 
following inference fairly warrantable from the post-mortem 
results, In the great majority of cases of heart disease, we 
can state that eae exists ; this, vee = 
many even predicate particular ori! affected; but 
vermont our present lights are insufficient to guide us to a 
correct di tial diagnosis between the obstructive and re- 
gurgitant diseases of the auriculo- orifices. 
Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, Dec. 1859. 


ON A CASE OF 


BRIGHT’S DISEASE OF THE KIDNEY, WITH 
AMYLOID DEGENERATION OF THE 
MALPIGHIAN BODIES. 


By FRANCIS HARRIS, M.B. Canras., 


DEMONSTRATOR OF PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY AT 8ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S 
AND ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL 
FOR SICK CHILDREN, ETC, 


(Concluded from p. 611.) 


Saran Ann P——, aged twenty-four, was admitted into 
Hope ward of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, under the care of 
Dr. Hue, on Noy, 15th of the present year, and gave the fol- 
lowing account of herself :—She had been in service, but, about 
two years ago, had fallen down and struck her back severely. 
This was shortly followed by a severe illness, attended with 
great pain in the abdomen ; an abscess had formed internally, 
had burst, and had continued to discharge till about six months 


troubled only with & slight cough; had no palpitation of the 


heart; com ed of no particular pain, but of excessive 
no fluid was within the abdomen. On i 


the heart sounds were heard loud and flapping, but otherwise 
dullness was perceptible 


es, could be seen. No casts or blood-cells, 
no unusual ion mm colour on the 
addition of a solution of iodine, The diarrhcea increased 


Heart : Small ; weighed 5} 0z. (avoird.); its substance 3 
valves normal; very firm, 1 its 


apex of the right lung contained a cavity about the size 
i its i i i 


tissue around the cavity was cond and solid. No seems 
tubercular deposit found in either lung. Two small 


seat of d jon ; no reactions were obtained 
with iodine sad -bladder contained 
dark, viscid bile.—Spleen (6 oz.) not ; dark 3 


of consistence ; bodies. 
Intestines: -All closely united together 
i alls 


apparentl 
soli ds, On i 
tary glan 


rectum, 
more numerous. The whole of the pelvic organs, 


mucous su were irregular superficial ulceration. 
On lying a sclution of iodine to the intestines, numerous 
li dots appeared ; and on adding to this a 
of dilute sulphuric acid, the whole surface previousl: 

the iodine instantly to a bluish-steel . In- 
deed, so nearly did thie colour resemble that of free iodine, that 
I t, at first, that nothing more than a reduction of the 
acid to the solution of iodine on 
occurred. Thinking then that an animal snbstance was neces- 
sary, I applied the solution and acid to my hand, but still no 
the essential, I applied the iodine and acid to the uterns, bat 
no save a few specks around some small vessels, was 
perceptible. I then applied the solution and acid to the serous 
surface of the intestine, and still no change occurred. I have 
since a) same solution and acid to two specimens of 
healthy small intestines, but without finding any change in 
ferent portions of the intestine of the case related—namely, to 

its 


lower part, and to a 
tion the, tanueverss colen—and thi 
colour was instantly produced. —Ki : The right 
weighed 7} 0z., and the left kidney, 6} The ngh 
measured 5in. in 
ness. The 


Hel 


8 
Li 


FF 


bodies were scarcel t; but on ing the 


length, 24 in. in breadth, and 1}in.im thick 


~~~ 


, | scarcely any fluid. There were some old and very firm adhe- 
sions at the and of the 
| 
about half an inch above its bifurcation.—Liver: be, 9 
3 Ibs. 8 oz.; larger than normal; pale, mottled, greaay 5 
diminished consistence; under the microscope. found to be 
intestines very thin and pale, With the exception of this 
exceeding anzwmia, no abnormal condition of the mucous mem- 
4 brane was observable till the lower end of the colon was 
‘ a reached ; here small, circular, su ial uicera, with sharp, cut 
upying the position of the 
a the bladder, uterus, ovaries, and rectum, were united together 
} AT ry into a firm mass, and at the same time firmly adherent to the 
: sides of the pelvis. gen as was doubtless caused 
ulitis at the time of the formation of the 
t a related in the history of the patient. The rectum at its 
} upper part was much constricted by these adhesions, and oni 
\ | 
7 ago. Since this illness she had never menstruated, though pre- 
viously she had been perfectly regular. | 
H About ten months ago she noticed that her feet began to | 
swell towards evening; the swelling gradually increased, and | 
' gained her legs and thighs, She had, it seems, never suffered 7 
i from an acute renal attack, though she stated that some time | 
| ago her urine had been scanty, but she was certain that it had 
never looked bloody. She stated also, that a few days ago she 
‘was more swollen than at the present time. 
' Condition on Nov, 17th.—She had a fatigued expression ; | 
if face pale and sallow, somewhat puffed under the eyes; pupils 
dilated ; skin cool and dry; pulse 120, very weak; tongue red, 1 
raw-looking, with aphthous ulceration on the sides, unable to 
: She had no appetite. The were relieved many times a 
| day; the motions watery. This diarrhoea had continued very 
obstinately for a long time. She had no pain in the loins; was 
} smooth, not torn. The surface was of a e yellowish-white 
colo 
cussion. 
Ff On the following day, I examined the urine, and found it 
| i of a light-amber colour, clear, depositing scarcely any 
of gravity 1008. On boiling, and adding 
nitric acid, a well-marked cloud of albumen formed, but the 
tity of albumen present was small. On examination under 
| the only a few kidney 
of treatment; and, 22nd, a Sortheal 
blood was passed with motion. Her general condition | portion occupied by the straight tubes being semitranalucent ; 
j were ue white, with li lots an 8 similar 
q Post-mortem examination on November‘ 30th.—General con- | to those seen on the surface of the organ. The ighi 
dition: Post-mortem rigidity moderately well marked; a q 
moderate amount of fat in and 
| 


cells, epi clinm-cell from the straight tubes, faintly granular, 


ithelial cells t from the 
8c 


nular 
Between the convolutions of the tubules, ep po 
an in 


diameter, their not thickened, but in parts d 
with minute oil- On examining i Malpighian 
bodies, which become shelled out of their capsules, with 


her power, they fused, translucent, colour- 
and refracted the ligh mare strongly than useal; in thie 
an 


ct 
LF 


PEE 

5 


F 


FEE 
Fs 


allowed that the tissues of the Malpighian bodies and 
arteries had previously undergone some structural change to 
enable them to absorb the iodine to this extent ; for during the 


Carter, ‘‘On the Diffusion of Starch 
Tissues,” Edinburgh Medical Journal, vol. i., 1856, p. 130, and 
to two articles by M. Ronget, ** Des Substances Amyloides dans 
les Tissus des y enter in Brown-Séquard’s Journal de la 


New Cavendish-street, December, 1859. 
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ON HERMAPHRODITISM 
By G. F. GIRDWOOD, M.D. 


In the summer of 1842 I was summoned one evening, in 
great haste, to the house of a gentleman residing some distance 
from town. I found my friend, who was naturally a very 
nervous man, labouring under great excitement from a commu- 
nication that had been made to him of an extraordinary 
nature. ‘‘ They had strong suspicions in the family,” he said, 
“ that the cook, who had been with them for a twelvemonth, 
was a man in woman's clothes.” Her bed-fellow, an inexpe-. 
rienced young person, had lately come into the family as 
housemaid. She complained that, whilst in bed, she had 
been frequently aroused by the strange liberties taken with 
her person; that when remonstrated with concerning these 
proceedings, the alleged culprit, the cook, pretended (as the 
housemaid thought) to be asleep, and of course uncon- 
scious of what was going on. On further inquiry by my friend, 
it appeared that the housemaid preceding her who was so com- 
municative had left her situation in the family on account of 
similar strange doings, but her complaint on this subject only 
came out now, during the preliminary investigation instituted 
previous to the demand on my professional services. Further- 
more, and to consolidate into a charge the suspicions alleged 
against the cook, she was never seen to comb her hair, nor to 
wash her person, nor to allude to circumstances which females 
generally communicate to each other. Indeed, she had not, by 
those around her, ever been known to be “ unwell.” Her 
habits, I was informed, were retiring; she was most reserved 
in conversation, and escaped when she could from the society 
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sian were recognisable | filled up with ordinary water. A single small drop of the dilute 
as Malpighian bodies. sulphuric acid of the Pharmacopeia was then placed on the ‘ 
Microscopical examination. —On squeezing the pyramids and | edge of the thin glass, and as it slowly diffused itself through { 
I should add that the same colours were obtainable when a 
solution of iodine in distilled water was made use of. If the it 
measured from Of an inch in diameter. Besides | acid were allowed to run ‘ i 
these, there were a few larger cells, stuffed with minute oil- | changes instantly Praia yo fh were taken from all parts . ij 
of the cortex, and everywhere the Malpighian 
same reactions with iodine and sulphuric acid. The fluid ex- 
pressed from the pyramids and the scrapings of the cortex 
swollen epithelial cells, measuring from y7y°55 to reese Of an | were examined in syrup of specific gravity 1038. 
by to in breadth, and completely In conclesien, I that the change in colons on 
obscured. There were epithelial celle of emaller alae, with of ; for the parts affected 
debris of cells, scattered either in shapeless masses or moulded | bodies and small arteries were the only parts altered, rest 
into the form of tubules, In these masses the nuclei of the | of the kidney undergoing scarcely any change. To this it may 
cells were still here and there visible. On making thin sections | be objected, that if certain tissues or parts of tissues have the 
with Dr. Beale’s modification of Valentin’s knife, those portions 
of the cortex which tothe naked eye had appcare-i most opaque ility than others, it is in t parts that a deposition of 
—namely, the convolations of the tubules Kiaoeen the atvnight iodine would be naturally expected on the addition of sulphuric 
bundles of the cortex—appeared black and opaque. This black | gg thi 
deposit was contained within the tubules, many of them being 
swollen out by it so as to be ,,%4,, of an inch in diameter. | 
With a higher power, this deposit was seen to consist of : 
ew mon ave examine yetween twenty an 
kidneys, some of which were healthy, and others in various . 
wee Bright’s disease, but without obtaining these colours. 
ths choles) af thn Gane 
tions are due, I am not at present prepared to offer any opinion 
of my own. I can but refer my readers to a paper by Mr. | 
and 709, And also to an article by Schmidt, * Ueber das s0- 
genannte thierische Amyloid,” in the Annalen der Chemie und 
Pharmacie, vol. cx.; and to some remarks by Virchow, in 
the “‘ Arch. fiir Patholog. Anatomie,” vol. xvi., p. 570. 1859. s 
T should farther add that changes in colour similar to those 
above described have been shown to me by Professor Virchow 
himself at Berlin in the summer of 1858. 
y through the vari- 
fashionable under 
i 
4 
| 
arge ordinary water. | 
. run over the preparation, and 
immediately the Malpighian bodies were seen to change colour ; | J 
the colour developed gradually, and did not attain ite maxi | 
mum for a quarter of an hour. The solution of iodine was 
then allowed to drain off; the preparation was covered with a 
thin glass, and the space between the thin glass and the slide } 
et * Die Cellular Pathologie, p. 267. 
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wey listened to the whole of this story, I at once be hand 
t t 


that all this singular group of facts mig 

accounted for without imputing misconduct to the cook, 

and without prom, of her any 

ter purpose ; t possibly an ect state of the organs o 

i had existed hee birth; and that, in ignorance of 

real sex to which the infant belonged, she had been brought 

up by her parents as a female, when possibly, after all, she 

‘Was an imperfect male. I was induced to make this remark 

from the recollection of a case I had seen some time previously 

—an infant brought to me a few months after birth for the 

purpose of deciding the sex. This case I shall, by-and-bye, 
more ly describe. 


y 

To return to the cook, My remarks a to be too 
rationalistic for my excited friend, so, to cut the matter short, 
T asked for an interview. It was time to do so, for my friend’s 
wife was far advanced in ancy, and the household in a 
state of mutiny. In fact, the family had been, since the 
charge was made by her fellow-servants and the investigation 
begun by the master, in a state of famine as well as of mutiny, 
all being repudiated that was touched by the hands of a 
_— on whom such strange suspicions were cast. Cook had 
**sent to Coventry,” and the household took for diet 
bread and milk, articles of food which were by the servants 
considered uncontaminated by the touch of abomination. 1 
er to see the culprit alone. Judge my surprise when a 
l-mannered, modest, and gently- and gracefully-moving 
g person entered. Her timidity wasexcessive and painful 
witness. She trembled in every limb. I encouraged her 
‘By my expressions; I soothed her by my attentions; I soon 
gained her confidence. I hinted at her alleged breach of 
conduct, the nocturnal attacks on her companion, so unwonted 
and so thoroughly contra bonos mores, flood of tears fol- 
lowed my allusions, and whilst uttering inter-ejaculations of 
denial of such an “‘infamous charge,” as she called it, she 
nevertheless acknowledged that in her dreams, which were 

frequent, and sometimes amatory, she might unconscious! 

have assumed the position that she was charged wit 
having occupied. She acknowledged also that for some time 
past (the speaker was now twenty-six) she had been subject to 
much annoyance from her fellow-servants on account of the 
hirsute condition of her arms and face. She herself was struck 


laid up, on account 
of her rings, for several days. In height she was 
five feet five inches; slender in form. She was the third of 
— children. She was slightly marked with small-pox, 

ich she had contracted five years ago. Her eye was dark- 


4 


grey, and unsteady—a strange wildness in it; when it was re- 


as is frequently met with as an ornament to the upper lip of a 
dark brunette, covered that of the culprit. Jet Blac 
hung in festoons over the cheeks, which were of a deep-olive 
colour. oe ee she might be looked on as not a speci- 
men of gi y ; and a mass of long hair behind, artisti- 
eally red up in the usual way of the sex, added a feminine 
to the small well-shaped occiput, which at the basis gra- 
sloped off downwards and initiated and 
slender form of the nape of the neck so cha ic of the 
female. The shoulders were than those of a well- 
formed female; and al sloped somewhat to the 
ag ted ye per this, on an attentive view, was owing to 
habit of stooping. The hips were wide, and the knees 
approximating, both in character with the female figure. Her 
manner was most respectful, timid; and retiring; and the con- 
fidence I had so opportunely guined enabled me to push my 
inquiries to the extent necessary to acquire at once a know- 
ledge of all the facts of this interesting ease, of which I had 
already speculated at a solution. 


The raising up of the jet black tresses ed an ° 
ahd ery desided of black 


over the bosom confirmed the impression I had 
formed—no feminine grace was there, From this inquiry there 
was but one more step necessary, and which was immediately 
made, to satisfy my mind that my surmises expressed at the 
outset of the inquiry were correct. 

A manual examination of the im to mea sin- 
gular state of matters. I asce a short cul-de-sac without 
a uterus, en enlarged labium on each side, each containing a 
hard mass which I could only consider as a testicle; and 
enlarged clitoris, in the usual position, I could only recognise 
as a virile member, arrested in development, unsheathed, and 
without the usual prolongation of the corpus spongiosum of the 
urethra. In fact, cook was an im male, 

The communication I had to make, although exp of 
the conduct, and thoronghly exen of any un in- 
stinct, yet was most oppressive to the being whom I addressed. 
An hysterical attack followed, and a degree of excitement so 
painfully severe as to oblige me to recommend the poor cook 
to my friend for his kindest consideration, 

A leaving her place, which she did immediately, my 
patient in a few days became composed, and allowed me to 
make a minute examination of her — 

The left external labium was more developed and more de- 
— than the right, thus bearing an affinity to the nsual 

abit of the left testicle to drop lower than the right. There 
were no internal labia ; no hymen ; no caruncule myrtiformes. 
T could not detect the termination of seminal vessels in the 
cul-de-sac, which was as deep as the forefinger; nor did an 
examination per anum reveal much development of a prostate. 
Thus far I obtained the anatomical points; but whilst the phy- 
siological facts of this singular case greatly interested me, I 
was much more interested by those of a psychological charac- 
ter. The interest I sho in my patient's welfare enabled 
me to obtain a knowledge of all that was important in his his- 
tory. His sex had never been susjected by his parents nor 
himself. As a female he had been brought up, and had the 
usual female sentiments, He had been always a nervous child, 
readily excited, appetite bad, sleepless, and, as already noticed, 
a great dreamer. His affections were strong. The mother 
seems to have been a fond parent, and, in return, the cook ap- 
pears to have been a most grateful child. The sisters, jealous, 
have taunted the mother for her preference to my patient; and 
the mother, in answer, has replied that “‘Mary Anne had 
done more for her than all the others:” and Mary Anne's de- 
sires were now limited to return home to comfort her mother. 
He had, ever since seventeen years of age, been the subject of 
amorous notice by numerous young men, and for some years 
had selected a lover, to whom she'(I must here use the femi- 
nine gender) was fondly and warmly attached, and with whom 
she had broken off her intimacy, from his having forced her, 
one evening, into a submission to his jon—a submission 
which was accompanied with considerable hemorrhage, and 
suffering most intense. It was to this occasion, I found, that 
oe ma which was alluded to in my primary i 
referred. 

It is interesting to notice that, whilst education and the in- 
fluence of society on the mind of this person had given him all 
the modesty and diffidence of the female, and that alth 
whilst asleep the natural physical position towards the fe 
was adopted by him, as his bed-fellow asserted, yet (as he him- 


any stains of this nature to the influence of the microscope. 
was desirous to learn whether or not such stains contained 
spermatic animalcules. 

Having grouped these facts together, is it too strong an 
perception? A knowledge of sex, 
proceeds from education alone. 

In conclusion, I may add that I obtained, respecting 
Anne’s voice, the opinion of a friend, a of 
attainments in the musical i i 
that the voice was highly characteristic of the castrate, being 
a clear and deep contralte. What now to do with the 
tunate cook? She was expelled, of course, from the gynecenm, 
and vet scarce worthy to assume the bracce or the toga virilis. 

The shame experienced by the neutral ion poor Mary 
Anne was ta T could not recommend a 
course of life subversive of the modesty and self-esteem 
existed. A life of public exhibition was open, but what a 
I obtained a fund for the poor unfortunate, got the dress 
vately changed from female to male attire, and the last time 


i; with it, annoyed at, and ashamed of, her crinigerous peculiarity, 
1 so much so as to induce her to seek perfect privacy to perform | 
} the duties of the toilet. It was thus she explained the reserve 
noticed in her charaeter by those around in her domestic posi- | 
! tion. I learnt from her that she had occupied as a servant | 
| former situutions, having been ore ten years in service, | 
always leaving one service for another by warning on her part, | 
} that warning tang owing to'some discomfort from the remarks | 
t of the household. The present situation she assumed with an 
character. 
' answer to my inquiries respecting the catamenia, I learnt 
that once, and once only, they had appeared; but on that | 
| ; ed, 2ed & Characver very peculiar, anc self avowed to me) his dreams were but the reflections o 
was evidently painful to meet a fixed gaze. The nose was | waking thoughts and feelings, and that in them they all had 
: aquiline ; her eyebrows strongly marked, but nicely arched; | reference to the male. On such occasions I learned that the 
her mouth and teeth well formed ; and a slight moustache, such | linen was stained as is usually experienced ; but whilst this 
person remained in town I had no opportunity of subjecting 
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urred, ending in the formation of 
Scarcely haé this subsided, and the 
similar attack affected the other side ; pus also formed there, 
and was alscevacuated. The child 
tion of cachey, of which it ultimately di 

The autopsy disclosed an interesting genital malformation. 
From the boliee (testicles?) in each labium passed vessels having 
the external character of the spermatic cord and its acoompany- 
ing vessels, the tube a tly being wider than natural; these 
triangular tody, but without fibrous structure, and having a 
cavity withn, and that cavity ending in a duct of short extent, 
and gradualy widening out and forming the cul-de-sac that in 
its anterior margin received the meatus urinarius at its usual 
point of exé in the female—behind the pubis. The parts were 
removed fa microseopic examination, and for that 
in be hands late lamented Dr. ohn 

rout, Hi departure for Russia just immediately after occa- 
sioned the #tructure to be overlooked, and I am now only able 

Ig there ty ever an hermaphrodite in a being so elevated 
in the scae of nature as man? I have always treated with 
contempt my suggestions of such a state, and have been dis- 

osed, as cthera, to trace the phenomena of these alleged con- 

ms to those of an imperfect male; but there exists in the 
museum o! the school in Grosvenor-place (Mr. Lane’s school 
formerly) very singular preparation. 

Tt is impossible to look at this preparation and i 
fied, that on one side (the right) exists a body that, in its ap- 

ad ing from it, has all 


What has given me individually a peculiar interest in this 
unique preparation is, that it an idea that I have for 
many years indulged the pleasure of contemplating, and the 
of Mlustrating at some convenient time. What I 
allude to at present is the difference that I feel warranted in 
asserting exists in the left from the right side of the body ; the 
throughout the chain of animal life, 
(when the locomotive apparatus consists of four members,) on 
the right, to represent the male character; on the left, the 


errers in pictorial Wustrations accom i 
And T fiad pam in. lectures the right noton of is arrest of 


development is taken up and commented on. But as this | been 


admits of a v extensive illustration, I reserve i 
for another time 


Howley-place, Dec. 1359, 


LITHOTOMY BY ALLARTON’S OPERATION; 
BEMOVAL OF THREE STONES, TWO OF THEM 
BEING ENCYSTED. 

By STEEL, Ese, M.R.OC.S., 
SURGEON TO THE BLABNAVON WORKS, 

Davi S—, aged four years and ten months, the child of 
@ miner, was brought to me for the first time early in October 
last. ‘The symptoms from which he had been suffering for two 
years led me to suspect 


passed, and a straight bistoury was introduced, with its 

upwards, into the median line, about half an inch above 

anus, so as to strike the ve in the staff; the knife was then 
carried oy groove, dividing the membranous 
portion of the urethra, and withdrawn, cutting upwards through 
the integuments. The bottom of the w was about three- 
| msg of ee inch, and at the surface about an inch _ a 
quarter, in length. A few fibres in front of the ior layer 
of the deep fascia were scratched ball- 
pointed wire was passed into the bladder, the ball being kept 
bY manag into the groove of the staff; the latter was then 
withdrawn, and the forefinger of the left hand, well greased, 
and guided by the wire, passed into the bladder by a gentle 
rotatory motion, without the least difficulty. On withdrawing 
the finger, a stone presented at the opening into the bladder, 
and was st. anee, ond withenb di@leaity, entencted. bythe 


three-quarters in diameter. I then explored the bladder wi 
my finger, and on the anterior wall, high up in the pubic region, 
it came in contact with another stone; the only portion to be 
felt was a small glenoid cavity, about a quarter of an inch in 
diameter; the rest was firmly imbedded in a cyst. After two 
or three minutes’ cautious manipulation with the forefinger 
(fortunately a long and flexible one), the stone was turned out 
of its bed, and to the fundus, and was at once removed ; it 
measured three-quarters by half an inch in diameter. On again 
exploring with the foretinger, I found, to my intense a 
that its tip could just reach a third stone, in numerous foli 
fragments, attached y to the 
anterior wall, and well above the os pubis, The forefinger was 
not long enough to explore the ddle 
finger I found that it was 

was deeply imbedded in a kin 


shreds of a kind of network of false membrare which had 
the mass <ogether, were, after dropping into the fundus, re- 
moved either by the forceps, the finger, or the injection of a 
large quantity of tepid water, patiently with till I 
was satisfied not a fragment remained. This friable stone was 
found to consist of phosphate of lime. 

misgivings t this compli case might : 
nnjestly throw discredit on what I believe to be one of the 
most valuable improvements in modern surgery 5 
ever, happy to say that the progress of the case has been most 
satisfactory, and may be summed up in a few words. About 
two hours after the operation the child seemed a little excited 


or any & whatever requiring treatment except a li 
, which he had been troubled with for some time previous 


day after the operation the wound had nearly healed; he had 
passing urine freely through the urethra, for some da, 
but had done so a little from the first. He was very em 
before the operation, but has been gaiuing flesh since ; he eats 
heartily, sleeps well, and is delighted at being relieved from 
his terrible sufferi 
From this time the case ceased to require any attention; but 
the weather being very wet and boisterous, I 


two ago, and perfect] , and 
about as he never had anything the matter with him. 


opportunities of trying both it and the i 

tenes divided, and insignificant loss of bleod, must render 
it the safer operation, complicat 
the above must prove. The only part of the operation in which 
I expected difficulty was the the t 

der without dividing the prostate or even posterior 

of the deep peri fascia: here, however, ] was wrong; the 
greatest ease, nor was there least difficulty in grasping 
and withdrawing the first two stones when lying free in the 


641 


dairy, 

In the year 1830 a child was brought to me to determine the d 
sex. It was fow months old. The appearances were so similar | H 
to those already determined in the previous case as not to re- } 
7 farthe’ notice than that the cul-de-sac was less deep. t 

few week: after seeing it, inflammation of one side of the 
| got at by any instrument, and that it must be detached piece- ti 
meal by the finger. By dint of patience and great caution, _ 
this was effected. Seven or eight large fragments, about the y 
same number of smaller pieces, a quantity of detritus and : 
© tedicle; whist, on the other (the left side), exists r 
body, in iis external attributes, characteristic of the pom : | 
I admit my conviction, that I can only view the circum- 
stances, apparent in this preparation, as indicative of a real | ; 
case of he-maphroditiam. 
a under the after-effects of the chloroform, but said he felt pre 
e. well. That evening he said he was ‘‘ quite mended;” but, 
I have many facts that I have collected illustrative of this | #lthough free from pain, he had a somewhat restless night ; 
idea; for example, the hare-lip is, as a rule, to be found on the | size? which time he has gone on without any bad symptom, 
left side. This fact I have been for the last twenty-five years 
in the habit of pointing out to my pupils; I have also to 
teachers of surgery and anatomy pointed o to the operation, never complained Of pain DUC once, 
| that was during the passage of some urine. By the seventeenth : 
| 
him to travel home (a few miles off, and in an open conveyance | 
| until the fifth week after the operation; at that time he : 
| become fat. rosy. and full of spirits. I heard of him a day or yi 
Remarks.—I feel I cannot speak too yo ton’s 
operation: the ease and certainty with which it can me, ie 
| formed must recommend it to every samgeon who has ' 
| 
pointment for sounding him in two or three days, and at once 
detected a stone, which I thought to be of some size, and de- | 
termined to remove it by Allarton’s operation. Accordingly, | 
on the Asth of October, I performed the operation under the 
influence of chloroform. The patient being placed in the usual 
Position for lithotomy, a staff grooved on its convexity was 
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E cinhe’ inal akietolalag the kind courtesy with which ients, a clergyman, with his wife and daughter, took the 
Mr, Allarton furnished me with information on some points Uisease;'« little el of my own was aloo the subpet of it; and 
connected with his operation, when I lied to him on finding 
that the first edition of his work, ‘ Litbotomy Simplified, respect to the communicability of the disease from 
Blaenavon Lronworks, Monmouthshire, incu or 
a ee. four days to nearly a month. There have been several in- 
i orses have a 
DIPHTHERIA AT CROWLE, IN LINCOLN. | similar disease snd many have died from it : 
y SHIRE. Diphtheria here has invariably characterind by the 
presence of a white or slightly yellowish exudatbn on the 
By HENRY W. T. ELLIS, M.R.C.S.E., Crowle. tonsils, uvula, velum, or pharynx ; in severe sonee appearing 
oeaesem also on the posterior nares, larynx, trachea, and 
. | tubes, The membrane has been of varied consisente and 
; In a recent leader in Tur Lancer, communications were in- | thickness, according to the part affected. On the ionsils and 
vited from medical practitioners on the subject of Diphtheria. | velum it seemed to consist of an increased and altred secre- 
Now, as it has fallen to my lot, in conjunction with my brother, | tion of the mucus peculiar to the part, composed us it is of 
Mr. P. 8. Ellis, to see a great deal of the disease, I beg to for- | cells, corpuscles, and epithelial scales, and this it some in- 
ward a statement and stances was quickly reproduced after ite removal ; lover down, 
She as di by vomiting or expectoration, it was evidently 
under our daily observation for the last fifteen months. fibrinous, onate off the and its bifuration into 
; _ Introductory to any report on the prevalence of diphtheria | the bronchi. In many cases the removal of the »xudation 
i in Crowle and the neighbouring villages, it is, perhaps, neces- | caused abrasion of the surface, with bleeding points; and the 
i sary to premise, that the district generally is below the level membrane iteclf, especially from the trachea, displayed blood- 
of the rivers ; * corpuscles in patches, and in one instance, as examined by the 
Trent and Ouse at high water; and that, 1800 | © } nee ; 
: : , " microscope, a distinct fangoid growth in a state of putrefac- 
years ago, it formed part of an extensive forest in which the tion; the foetor was yery offensive. Precding the 
Britons took refuge from their Roman invaders, and which was or nee, the 
In the course of cen- steed parts were swollen, highly congested, seneally of 
turies, a peat moor became formed, vazying in depth from one | brigh: colour, but sometimes livid; freq ly there was a 
to twenty feet ; but this is now, to a great extent, covered with good deal of codema of the tonsils 
i warp, the alluvial deposit of the rivers sbovementioned., The | filtrated with serum, and this appearance continued after the 
i i is well drained, very fertile, and in the highest state of | patch had formed. Convulsions is; sovecle amauta = 
cultivation, the inhabitants one accompanied, and in two followed, the 
ture, and the first process of manufacture of flax, here | ease ; death ensued in the last two instances, an and his 
nsing -hi its of i i in 
' reous or magnesian limestone. ere is a good and constant | mained out three or four days; there was no desquanation. 
hard, and, in some places, es ar es Se epistaxis in several, six of thé latter being fatal. During the 
able. The sanitary condition of the place and its inhabitants, | progress of the disease, the temperature of the skin became 
quoerally low, except in agony, when there won, of 
ing, is almost unexceptionable, the people not being of the | course, sweating. In nearly 
poorest. profuse and fcetid muco-purulent discharge from the thmat 
The other villages in which diphtheria has been fearfully nostrils; the submaxillary glands were Seyeently engorged, 
and in one instance suppuration followed. urine was occa- 
my brother, are Eastoft, population 550; Luddington, - | sionally albuminous, but not generally. Diarrhea proved fatal 
t lation 600; and Garthorpe, population 526: all on the’ bauks in four infants. Ulceration not unfrequently followed the re- 
i of the old river Don, now partially filled up, but in places a moval of the exudation, and in one instance (a patient of my 
reservoir of stagnant water. Althorpe, population 320; 
meer ve treed By Kore pulation 420, on the | the velum, sufficiently large to admit a quill, and causing much 
Trent, alth not exempt from the dieease, have been bat inconvenience. Regurgitation through the nostrils, from para- 
lightly visited ; but in them, as well asin Adlingfleet, there have 
| been the strongest evidences of the contagious nature of the voice. nervous and muscular systems were much 
complaint. affected, anemia, debility, and loss of power frequently oocar- 
i to ague, except amongst the Irish immigrants. Autumnal - | ring. Diplopia took place in five instances ; complete para~ 
thea frequently prevails; fever occasionally; calculous com- Death gene- 
plaints are common; bronchocele rare; scarlatina, with the y happened from exhaustion or asphyxia, croupal symptoms 
exception of a few cases very recently (October), has not been | often supervening. There has been no instance here of the dis- 
seen for some years. ease being communicated by accidental inoculation, or the con- 
The present epidemic has prevailed to a great extent, and in tact of the morbid secretion with a mucous or abraded surface; 
' @ severe form, since the second week in September, 1858; and but in one case the exudation showed itself on the neck of a 
latterly, however, the cases have child Blistered "by the 
decreased, though not a day passes without some fresh ones, oft tne a ae 
i Altogether, there have been 564 attacked, and 78 deaths. The teeta treatment of the epidemic, it has ; 
, first three canes (children) occurred at an isolated farm-house, isted in the use of the chlorates—the tincture of the 
| about two miles from Crowle; these all succumbed in twelve | chloride of iron, chlorate of potash, and hydrochloric acid, 
- i days; after the most diligent research, they could not be traced | with gargles of the two last named. In many cases, a strong 
r to communication with others. The next, the child of a re- solation of the nitrate of silver, a drachm to the ounce, was 
wie, still without any evidence of ‘infection. Sporadic 
cases Kept happening wnt! Christan, when the be ipecacuanha. Turpentine, internally, was tried in some, but 
gan to assume an form. At the’sime time, adenitis pre Gentle sperients were 
f or inflammation of the glands of the neck, erythematous sore- | rally premised, and the exudation, if possible, beanened Eyres 
throat, and tonaillitis, also prevailed. Both'sexes, all ages and In cases of debility, preparations 
| classes, have been the subjects of the diséase ; and in many in- iron and quimme were administered. And throughout the 
i. stances it set in with great severity. The labouring popula- | progress of the ciisease a liberal and generous diet was enjomed, 
if tion, small farmers, tradespeople, and children under twelve consisting of brotiie, ‘beef-tes," milk, wine, porter, sad 
' years of age were the principal sufferérs;‘an itifant of seven | brandy. Tracheotomy was in no resorted to. In all 
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means were used, the 


of the disease could scarcely, 
even for a time, 


ON A CONVENIENT INSTRUMENT FOR 
EXAMINING THE BASE OF THE 
. TONGUE AND EPIGLOTTIS. 


, Br P. © PRICE, Ese, MRCS, 
SURGEON TO THE GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, THE METROPOLITAN 
ENSTITOTION FOR SCEOFULOUS CHILDERN aT MARGATE, ETC. 


In cases of disease of the base of the tongue and parts imme- 
diately in relation with the epiglottis, much difficulty is often 
experienced in endeavouring to obtain a clear view of the parts 
involved, while it is often impossible even to catch a glimpse 


of the morbid condition. When such is the case, the surgeon 
is compelled to remain content with the conclusion at which he 
may arrive by the symptoms exhibited. To facilitate the 
examination of the upper part of the throat, I am in the habit 
of using a little instrument, which is delineated in the accom- 
panying woodcut. It consists of a small dise of hard steel, 
very highly polished, and attached to a slender rod of soft, 
bendable metal, by means of a ball-and-socket or screw joint, 
which gives great freedom of movement, and allows the plate 
of metal to be placed at any angle with its stem. The polished 
disc acts as a mirror of the first class, and when raised some- 
what above the temperature of the breath (by being dipped 
into hot water), enables the surgeon to detect at the base o 
the tongue, and about the epiglottis, such morbid condition 
woodent is ited the back of the 


ilitic ulceration of the throat, lately under my care in the 
Northern a it proved of considerable advantage ; 
and its general utility will, I have but little doubt, be duly 


on Many occasions. 
Green-street, Grosvenor-square, Dec. 1869. 
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THE ETIOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF PERITONITIS. 
%o B¥ 8.0, HABERSHON, M.D. LOND., F.R.C.P., 


of as an idiopathic disease, we did not find any proof 


the malady really existed in that character. An analysis 


i 
i 


fallo ed 
owed tapping ; many injuries o 
proving fatal in a very short time : this 
number was lower than might be expected. The value of 

and of opium in all these cases, as recommended by Dr. Stokes 
and Dr, Graves in the treatment of perforation, was dwelt 


intestine: 1 


the ileum was slight, and phthisis alse 

In 19 cases, fecal abscess had taken 

peritonitis was caused by extension of d 

, uterus, or pelvic viscera: thus, 10 

6 from ovarian disease, and 14 from calculus in the 
i In 11 cases, disease of 


| 
P.S.—A very singular fact connected with the progress of } 
the disease in this locality is, with the solitary exception of a q 
sidents, numbering, probably, three hundred ; " 
are chief! located and Ludington, and aford almost 
our only examples of overcrowding, ive sanitary condi- 4 
tions, and inattention to hygiene. q 
Crowle, Bawtry, Dec, 1859. 
+ much used, I believe, on the continent. In two instances of 4 
| 
| 
: if 
as 
¥ 
¢ i 
bow q 
ing to ion in many cases. Different ' 
ment that have been used were referred to, and the use of ' 
opium alone advocated ; the addition of calomel, as tending to : 
increase the changes of the mucous membrane just mentioned, 
Mr. F. C, Sxey, F.R.S., Presment. 
| 
SENIOR ASSISTANT-PENSICIAN AND LECTURER ON MATERIA MEDICA AT GUY's | upon, as well as the injury that would result from mercury in 7 
tending to prevent localization of the mischief and increased 
Tr author of the communication first alluded to the value the MEO from H 
as a guide to right | from the cecum, 4 from 
treatment, to the importance of considering local disease m disease of the stomach, a 
as connected with a constitutional or general ori In refer- | 15 from typhoid disease of the ileum, 4 from struma, 2 from ' 
enee to peritonitis, he remarked that, althou S written and | qf 
en 
forward as confirming this statement, and as ij 
the general plans of treatment. 501 were instances of peri- | 
tonitis, and they were divided—first, into those in which the ; 
ding to the peritoneum , cy 
injury, or perforation - er to direct extension Of disease Lo Lie ; 
disease of the colon, and from disease of the cecum, not pre- 
viously mentioned, in 3 instances. Thus 261 cases from the ‘ 
to joining ; 
or | author stated that in each of these instances, as far as medi- 
luce | cinal treatment could be of service, he believed that the plan 
eperretns bs Dre. Stokes and Graves in instances of perforation 
2 of | of the stomach was of $0 
ob- | the intestines, the localization of the mischief, and the accele- 
ration of reparative changes; in many instances that local de- 
 eapcad and the external application of anodyne remedies might 
e combined with advantage ; bat that mercury, in the form o 
wi 
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grey powder or calomel with opium, was injurious rather than 
otherwise, as ing to prevent adhesions, exciting action 
of the bowels, or rendering their contents more fluid, and 
increasing the depressing of the disease on the nervons 


Bright’s disease, 
stated that the —— was rarely the only serous mem- 
e treatment of the general disease was re- 
garded as best calculated to remove the local affection, assisted 
sometimes by counter-irritants; but that the ready salivation 
ro by mercurials did not afford corresponding benefits. 
0 were puerperal in their origin ; in 13 pyzmia following ope- 
rations, es suppuration; and 5 others were with erysipelas. 
Instances were alluded to in which serous membranes became 
simultaneously affected, perhaps pyemic, or rheumatic, or from 
renal di ; and 3 of these were menti , one where peri- 
tonitis was connected with pericarditis and pleurisy, a second 
with pneumonia and dysentery, and a third with pericarditis, 
pk ia, and obscure renal mischief. As to the treat- 
ment of these cases, it was that the local affection 
must be almost lost sight of in the general treatment, and that 
local depletion and mercurial preparations would not promote 
the cure in such instances. 

The third class of peritonitis were those connected with 
general nutritive changes, as cancer, struma, &c., or where, 
with continued i ritoneal capillaries in 
cirrhosis, or heart disease, a very sli exciting cause suffices | 
to produce acute disease. 70 cases rose with struma, 22 acute 
and 48 chronic and acute. The varieties of the strumous form 
of disease were mentioned, leading sometimes to serous effu- 
sions, to general adhesions, to perforation, or fiecal abscess. 
The ages were stated not to be hmited to early life, many oc- 
curring between 30 and 40 years of age. It was urged that in 
all these cases the same general rules of treatment should be 
observed as in ordinary strumous disease, sometimes assisted 
by counter-irritants, very cautious local depletion, anodyne 
applications and opium ; but the avoidance of purgatives and of 
mercurial Jos err was recommended. 40 instances of 

with cancer, beside those already mentioned, were 


of depressing measures, as mercurials, 
were spoken of; ta tens 
followed by increased effusion of lymph, and the best treat- 
ment consisted in sustaining the ebbing powers of life by every 
means in our power. 

The last cases were those of peritonitis associated with 
hepatic or heart disease. In 32 of this hepatic complication, 
14 were chronic, 12 acute, and 6 acute and chronic. 5 had 
been previously referred to as rendered acute by tapping. In 
Some instances pneumonia was present, and slight exposures to 
cold and wet evidently sufficed to induce acute changes. 
degenerative arterial changes often found with cirrhosig were 
mentioned, and that this chronic state should Le borne in mind 
in the treatment of the acute disease. It was stated that, in 
early cirrhosis, the usual treatment of peritonitis by calomel 
and opium was more serviceable than in any other form of 
peritoneal disease, on account of the stimulating effect of mer- 
curials on the glandular organs of the abdomen; but that even 
here it was not necessary to produce salivation to ensure the 
beneficial effects. 9 cases were connected with heart disease. 

The causes of peritonitis were— 
From hernia (19 being internal) bud 
appen- 


»» injuries; operations, as ta in, 

>» perforations of the ch, ileum, cecum, 
dix, colon, &c, (other 13 included under hernia, 
And leading to fxcal abscess (2 otherwise men- 


ulceration, with fever, without perforation mm 5 
pa disease of the bladder or pelvic viscera; operations, 
abscess ver, stone, abe 
» Other disease of the cecum ... 
261 


From Bright’s disease bbe 
pyemia, puerperal fever, &c. ona oe 
strumous disease an 
patic disease acute, from tapping ape 


The author concluded with the following propositions :— 

lst.—That peritonitis is never idiopathic im its origin, and 
that we do not find any such instance as acute disease of the 
peritoneum coming on from mere exposure to cold; in such 
case, the cold tends to render acute an already existing morbid 
sta’ 


te. 

2nd.—That the consideration of the origin of the disease, 
either in a local or general source, is the best guide to treat- 
ment: whether—First, from extension of disease from adjoin- 
ing viscera, as the ovaries, bladder, intestines, perforations, or 
injuries; secondly, from blood changes, as occur in albuminuria, 
pyzmia, or ; and thirdly, from almost i 
changes, or deficiencies, in general health, as in struma, or 
cancer, or climacteric changes, or as a consequence of the hyper- 
zmia of ci is, or heart disease. 

3rd.—That, in the first form, perfect rest, the avoidance of 
food as far as possible, and the mode of treatment recommended 
by Dr. Stokes, in producing rest to the intestinal canal and 
peristaltic action, and diminishing the collapse and prostration 
consequent on the di titute the best mode of treat- 
ment; using, as far as need be, other means, as anodyne a 
cations, depletion; and, in many instances, also see 
to remove the exciting cause, as in cystic disease, Ac. 

4th.—That where peritonitis is a symptomef Bleed 
as Bright’s disease, pyemia, &c., it may be Best relieved 
the treatment of the pri disease; but that here epium 
sometimes of great ahen, more effective without mercurial 
combinatioa. 

5th. —That in the treatment of the third dlass, the-eonside- 
ration of the cause is also our best guide; thatwiramens and 
cancerous disease should be regarded in their general relations ; 
and in those connected with hepatic disease, the memembrance 
of the condition prior to the supervention of the peritonitis 
should prevent us from using means calculated to increase the 
primary mischief; and that any benefit due to mercurial action 
may be attained without mereurial salivation. 

6th.—That, in general, the benefit ascribed to mercury in 
the treatment of peritonitis is not established, and may, perhaps, 
be correctly attri to the opium with which it is combi 

Dr. CopLanp said that the statement made by Dr. Habershon, 
that in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, peritonitis, whether 
acute or chronic, was a consecutive disease, could not be dis- 
puted. There was a class of cases, however, frequently met 
with in children, in which it was difficult to determine what 
was the more immediate disease. It often had its origin in 
disorder of the digestive mucous membrane from a consecutive 
disease of the glands, especially the lacteal glands; but in 
many of these cases the peritonitis was coexistent with tuber- 
culous inflammation of serous membranes, as of the brain 
and pleura. So far as it went, Dr. Habershon’s 


- 


treatment 
The | peared to be correct. 


edly be avoided, but in some instances it was required. The 

caller of the had omitted to mention several medicines 

which were of service in peritonitis consequent upon contami- 

nation of the blood, but especially the outward application of 
brocations—a 


teugeatiog either by or em! mode of pro- 
i g which might go 
y 


Opium, then was the only remedy. here peritonitis, how- 
comstipatio ion, mercury, wi ition local or 
depletion, was-often the sheet-anchor of the 

lated two cases in point; one was that of an old eman, 
who received a bruise in the abdomen whilst in The 
bowels were in a state of discomfort for a few days, A fortnight 
after, constipation set.in, and Mr. Pollock saw him. There 
was distinct tenderness and a solid tumour over one side of the 
abdomen, extending towards the pelvis. It was di 


31 
70 
40 
m™. 27 
i ‘The second class of cases consisted of those in which peri-| ,, 
tomitis was set up by a changed condition of the blood, as in. — 
albuminuria, pyemia, &c. 63 instances were connected with 240 
| 
next referred to, 9 im males, and 31 in females. In men, | 
if glandular organs were generally affected; and, in women, the 
f t upon peritoneum, generally with dropsical 
effusion: 19 of these were women, and 1 a man; the average 
; age of the former 52, and evidently coming on after the cessa- | 
tion of ovarian fanctional activity. The inutility of diuretics, | 
i 
| | without the em loyment of opium and the external application 
i of turpentine. The paper was chiefly valuable for its statistics. 
] Nothing new was developed as to the causation of the disease, 
t and with respect to treatment it was very deficient. 
Mr, Po.vock agreed with Dr. Habershon that mercury was 
| worse than useless in cases of actual rupture of the intestine. 
43 
|'that a portion of the intestine was fastened together by ® 
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effects of inflammation, and not from rupture. Under the 
continued use of mercury, with very little opium, the pain in 
the abdomen had almost entirely disap by the twenty- 
ninth day, when the bowels were moved for the first time. 
In the case of a boy who suffered from sym of inflamma- 
tion uent upon a kick, the mereury did not produce any 
marked effect until the boy was completely under its influence. 
He inquired of the author of the paper whether, in cases of 
obstruction in the large intestine, he had found the peritoneal 
coat give way before the mucous one. He thought that when 
ee had resulted from any cause situated in the 
ascending or descending colon, it was desirable not to delay 
the opening of the bowel for too long a period. He had seen 
Saeaee in which the peritoneum given way before the 
wel. 

Dr. HapgrsHon had intended in his paper, not particularly 
to draw attention to any new fact, but to peritonitis in its 
ag oe aspect, rather than as a local and idiopathic disease. 

had not referred to the remedy mentioned by Dr. Coplani, 
nor, indeed, to many others which might be beneficial in this 
disease. He had not seen much of the effects of turpentine, 
but he knew that its application sometimes produced very 
severe pain. An equal benefit might be obtained from the use 
of other counter-irritants, He inquired if Dr. Copland would use 
castor oil and turpentine internally in a well-marked case of 

itonitis. In Mr. Pollock’s case he thought it likely that the 

els would have acted as well without the use of the mereury, 
In many cases of obstruction, opium was really a purgative. 

Dr, Coptanp had used turpentine externally and internally, 
both in inflammatory peritonitis and in that consequent upon 
blood contamination. Conjoined with other judicious means, 
he knew of no.medicine which had proved more spceessfal. 
Opium in many cases should be used in very large doses, fre- 
quently given eombined with calomel and camphor. When 

ere was much blood contamination, camphor was especial] 
useful. When peritonitis arose from the impaction of ealeali 
in the ducts, calomel-with-opiam in large doses was often of 
the greatest service. In two cases which he had so treated, 
one had recovered, and the other was proceeding satisfactorily. 

Dr. BatLarp inguired whether the author had any precise 
data as to the cure of peritonitis with and without mercury. 
He agreed with the author as to the extreme value of 
treatment by opium alone, and should be inclined to trust to 
that agent im almost any case of acute peritonitis, He was in 
the habit occasionally of employing mercury externally, The 

jon generally were in favour of calomel and opium com- 
, and this opinion was entitled to respect. He thought it 
should lead them to retain the use of mercury, either inter- 
nally or in some other form. 

Dr. Hane remarked that the treatment of peritonitis by 
Se or calomel, or both combined, would much depend upon 

e view taken by the practitioner of the causes of the disease. 
In cases of blood disease, albuminuria, &c., the opium would 
be given to cure the primary disease and allay the pain. When 
the inflammation, however, was of a more acute , the 
combination of mereury with opium would be found useful, 
together with local or general depletion. In a case of very 
acute peritonitis coincident with pneumonia—a case as nearly 
idiopathic as could be conceived—the patient had completely 
recovered under the use of mercury and opium, and local and 
general depletion. 

Dr. ScuvnHor abjured the use of mercury in peritonitis. He 
regarded constipation in such cases as an effort of natare to re- 
medy the disease, and considered that it ought not to be coun- 
teracted by remedies. 

Dr. HasersHon had taken his records from Guy's H. 

More or less of calomel had, no doubt, been used in nearly 
In many eases he had no doubt that depletion was 
by Dr. 


obtained without continuing it 

Peritonitis was regarded in many 

of the best text-books as idiopathic in its origin; but he had 

ou 


Dr. Hapersnow should regret to confound the two ; but it 
must he remembered that the text-books in use spoke of peri- 
tonitis as being best treated by salivation. 
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Dr. exhibited 
THREE PREPARATIONS OF CASTOR-OIL LEAVES, 


a tincture and liquor (dose of each one drachm), and an extract 
(dose, tive grains). The leaves were obtained from Australia, 


and the prepared by Mr. Greenish, of London, The 
Society would remember, that Dr. Routh had read a, on 
the subject of the effects of this plant, the leaves of 


which, applied to the breasts as poultices, and as fomentations 
to the vulva, for three days at intervals, were used, in Bona- 
vista, to induce milk in the breasts of women within cata- 
menial ages, but particularly in those women who had borne 
children. The milk once produced could be perpetuated 
by the simple irritation effected at the nipple by the 
suction of a child. These facts, related by Dr. M‘Willi 
had been confirmed in part by Dr. Tyler Smith. Dr. Routh 
had published his experience on the subject also in a series of 
pers. To lying-in women with a deficiency of milk, Dr. 
Routh had given the infusion, in combination with conger-eel 
soup, and the effect, in determining a copious flow of milk, had 
been remarkable. He had administered the extract to un- 
married women within catamenial ages, and the effect had 
been to produce intense pain in the breasts; but as he could 
not find anybody in that case who would try the effects on a 
child, he had not yet induced milk in the breasts of such. 
After three or four days, the symptoms were relieved by a 
copious leucorrheea, As it was possible that a larger expe- 
rience of this remedy might enable us to convert some married 
women within catamenial ages into wet nurses, and as it un- 
doubtedly acted as a powerful lactagogue in suckling women, 
he was desirous that others also should experiment on the sub- 
ject, and therefore to direct them where it could be procured. 


and Bates of Books 


The Nature and Treatment of Gout and Rheumatic Gout, By 
Aurrep Barme Garrop, M.D., F.R.S., Physician te 
University College Hospital, &c. pp. 601. London: Walton 
and Maberly. 

Dr. Garrop’s name has been for so many years before the 
public in connexion with the subject of Gout, that our readers 
can feel no surprise at seeing a work with the above title issue 
from his pen. Indeed, were we to speak the truth, we shoul 
be compelled to admit that the only surprise we have felt has 
arisen from its not appearing sooner ; for we think it can 
searcely be said of the present generation that men are very 
generally given to keep their talents hidden under a bushel. It 
is rather the exception than the rule to meet with individuals 
who, for at least twelve years before embodying their expe- 
rience in a book, have devoted their talents and energies to the 
study and elucidation of any particular disease. Such, how- 
ever, has been the case with our author, and we believe that 
when our readers have finished the perusal of the volume be- 
fore us, they will not feel dissatisfied at having waited for the 
ripe and mellow fruit, rather than partaken of it in its imma- 
ture and less profitable state. 

A book of six hundred pages, no less rich in physiological 
research than in clinical experience, cannot unfortunately be 
reviewed in a few lines. Our readers must, therefore, excuse 
us if, even although we must exceed. our usual space, we fail to 
give more than a mere outline of some of the most important 
passages it contains. 

The work begins with a very interesting chapter on the His- 
tory of Gout; and, after paying due attention to the opinions 


i 
re, which probably arose from struma, the use of calomel to | 
produce salivation would, he thought, be injurious, and this 
even though it were applied externally. Mercury in the last | 
class of cases to which he had referred tended very:much to | 1 
relieve that engorged state of the portal system which kept up ; 
the congested state of the peritoneum. The beneficial effects | 
Dr. CopLanp said that mercury acted most beneficially when 
no salivation was produced. Dr. Habershon had, he thought, | 
two very different things. 


Tur Lancrr,} 


1008. 


mena presented by the acute form of the disease, and then to 
the progress of the affection in its more chronic stages. Many 
interesting cases which have occurred in the author's practice 
are given, illustrating peculiarities which are frequently met 
with; and the formation of Chalk-stones, their microscopical 
structure and chemical composition, are dwelt upon at great 
length. As the subject of chalk-stones is of considerable in- 
terest, it may be well to describe their formation, on the carti- 
lage of the ear, in the author’s own words :— 

‘The consistence of these chalk-like deposits varies ex- 


cua sometimes they are quite soft to the touch, at other 
In order to demonstrate 


Such has been recently formed, gives rise, when punctured 
with the point of a lancet, to the exit of a semi-fluid, cream- 
like exudation. This, covered with a film of glass, and placed 
under a , exhibits the appearance of a clear fluid, 
containing a great number of aci or or noodle: like crystals, 
exceedingly small, inition to 


And again :— 
“There can be no doubt that the essential component in 
_ Other matters are, indeed, 


It may here be noticed, that Dr. 
great frequency with which the deposits occur on the cartilages 
of the ears, being often found in that situation when the re- 
maining external parts of the body are entirely free, They are 
described by the author as resembling small pearls, and gene- 
rally situated about the fold of the helix. In connexion with 
this subject, we may merition that Mr. Harvey, in his work 
‘*On Deafness,” has called attention to the condition of the 
ossicles of the internal ear which he has often witnessed in 
gouty patients. 

In the fourth chapter, devoted to the state of the blood, is 
contained a full account of Dr, Garrod’s own researches, the 
discovery of uric acid in the circulating fluid in 1847, and his 
numerous subsequent observations, all proving the truth of his 
original statements. The principal results may be thus stated : 

That healthy blood contains the merest trace of uric acid or 
urea, so small as to be in general undiscoverable, except by the 
most minute and searching chemical examination, and not 
always then. 

That, in gout, the blood is invariably rich in uric acid, which 
exists in the state of urate of soda, and can be separated from 
it, either in the form of the crystalline salt in acicular needles, 
or as rhombic crystals of uric acid. 

That in acute rheumatism the blood is free from uric acid, or 
at least contains no more than in health, 

That the serum obtained by the action of an ordinary blister 
yields uric acid when the blood is rich in this principle, except 
when the blister is applied to a surface affected with gouty in- 
flammation. 


That the perspiration seldom contains uric acid ; but that, in 


Dr. Garrod’s seseardhes into the of the 


exhibit results somewhat at variance with our previous ‘emus 
for, instead of showing an increased secretion of uric acid, they 
point to a well-marked diminution almost from the commence- 
ment of the disease; and the explanation of the discrepancy be- 
tween the occasional apparent large amount of urates and the 
deficiency found by analysis seems to arise from the urine 
being deficient in quantity before an attack of the disease, and 
at the same time more acid, and thus casing them to be preci- 


“In the earlier stages of acute gout the urine is scanty, and 
the uric acid, measured by the twenty-four hours’ excretion, 
also diminished ; that this acid is thrown out in much larger 
quantities as the disease is passing off, and that then amounts 
even far above the patient's daily average may be excreted.” 
In the chronic stages of gout, the excretion of uric acid be- 
comes much further decreased, the urea remaining but little 
affected ; deposits of urates are now more rarely seen, and the 
urine frequently contains a little albumen. Even in the inter- 


£ | vals between the attacks, Dr. Garrod has noticed a deficient 


elimination of uric acid, pointing out that the kidneys have 
undergone some structural change—a fact fully demonstrated 
, | by the results contained in the chapter on the Morbid Anatomy 
of the disease. 

Two chapters are devoted to the Morbid Anatomy of Gout, 
and in them will be found an account far more extended and 
perfect than is to be seen elsewhere; for although several 
post-mortem examinations have been made on subjects of ad- 
vanced gout by Sir B. Brodie, Cruveilhier, and others, yet the 
changes in the early stages of the disease were never before 
investigated: we allude particularly to those in the structures 
of the joints, and also to the early affection of the kidneys. 
Dr. Todd, indeed, had published some cases of the contracted 
form of kidney, or gouty kidney, but they were those of the 
advanced affection. 

The great fact arrived at by the researches of Dr. Garrod is 
this—that in every instance gouty inflammation is accom- 
panied by a deposition of urate of soda in a crystalline form ; 
and he considers this a pathognomonic phenomenon, seeing 
that it is not found after rheumatic nor any other inflamma- 
tion, Numerous examinations are related of subjects who had 
had gout in every degree, from the most severe and inveterate 
form, to those who had only suffered in a single joint; and in 
every one the peculiar structural change was detected. = 

The microscopic appearance of the deposit, ‘as it occtrs in” 
cartilage, ligaments, and synovial membranes, is illustrated 
and explained; and, lastly, the peculiarity of the alteration 
found in the kidneys. With the additional matter contained in” 
the Appendix, this part of the subject occupies about seventy — 


pages. 
The portion of the work devoted to the 


paroxysm should be simple, and that much harm may be done 
by the employment of injudicious means; and, having detailed 
the various remedies which have been in common use, and 
commented upon their respective values, thus shortly sums 


up:— 
“The diet should be t, and chiefly amylaceous ; 


PF REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS, 
| 
U e white exudation be heate with @ few drops 0 uu 
nitric acid upon a porcelain dish, and, when almost dry, ex 
i posed to the vapour cf ammonia, a beautifal purple colour i 
: produced from the formation of muroxide or purpurate of am 
| monia. If the white matter be dried and incinerated, a littl 
alkaline ash is left, exhibiting all the reactions of soda.” 
| Gua es, Gerived from the tissue in Whic 
has taken place; but the large amount of phosphate of limd 
which is occasionally met with, is probably derived from se 
condary deposition, the urate of soda foreign 
body, and producing ordinary inflammation ; thus, as i 
the case of the formation of cretaceous tubercles in the lung} 
) and elsewhere, giving rise to phosphatic exudation, which mus: 
i be regarded, not as related to the disease as gout, but as thd 
Therapeutics of Gout 
Ins prac tions. Dr. Gar- 
rod considers that the treatment of the uncomplicated acute 
it | 
| 
4 may be given, selected according to the habit and condition of 
the patient. In the majority of nen, this will be found to be 
bat in some instances certain modifica 
| tions may be essential: for ex , if there be plethora, 
a | sibly arise ; and, on the other hand, if the vital powers are at — 
' a low ebb, and great vascular and nervous depression exists, 
ammonia, in the form of the sesquicarbonate, may be desirable, 
i in addition to, or as a substitute for, other salines; at the same 
time, colchicum should be altogether omitted, or used with 
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In chronic forms of gout, Dr. Garrod corsiders that the fol- 
‘* First, to treat the chronic forms of gout by less heroic 
means than those employed in the acute disorder. 
“Secondly, to render the blood pure by augmenting the 
secreting functions, 


various more especially of the kidneys and 
“Thirdly, to restore the 
oe aly moc imped in chess ‘ 


** And lastly, to carefull the and 
diet, and pay proper 

methods best calculated for their fulfilment, the author enters 
into detail on the value of several drugs and therapeutic 
agents, and more especially of colchicum and the mineral | ; 
waters, to each of which a separate chapter is allotted. He 
also proposes a new remedy, the carbonate of lithia, which he 
looks upon as probably destined to become a valuable remedy 
in gout and other affections connected with the uric acid dia- 
thesis, As many of our readers may be unacquainted with 
the properties of lithia salts, we may state that lithia pos- 
Sesses a very remarkable property—namely, that of forming 
the mest soluble salt known of uric acid; and seeing that the 
insolubility of the acid and many of its salts leads to the for- 
mation of gravel and calculus, and probably to the deposition in | °°" 
gout, the salts of this alkali offer the most promising remedy 
in these affections, Dr. Garrod has already used them some- 
what extensively. Unfortunately the known sources of lithia 
are at present not very abundant, but this difficulty may pro- 
bably be soon overcome, 

In his chapter on Colchicum, Dr, Garrod shows that the old 
opinion of its increasing the secretion of uric acid by the kid- 
neys is erroneous, He also feels assured that its peculiar con- 
trolling power over gouty inflammation often occurs without 
the production of any sensible physiological effect, and that 
when cautiously administered it is productive of no injury; at 
the disease to assume a chronic and inveterate type. After the 
subjects of the irregular forms of gout have been discussed, the 
author proceeds to describe the so-named ‘‘ rheumatic gout,” 
whieh, as our readers are probably aware, he thinks has no 
independent existence. He, however, goes fully into the sub- 
ject, giving the differential diagnosis of the various affections 
which are often designated by the compound name, and de- 
scribing the treatment appropriate to each. 

From the foregoing passages our readers will have been able 
to form some slight idea of the value of the book under review; 
and those who, like ourselves, were present at a recent meeting 
of the Pathological Society when Dr. Garrod exhibited several 


we do not hesitate to affirm that we never had the pleasure of 
reviewing a work from the perusal of which we hage derived 


Foreign Department. 


INJECTION OF SULPHATE OF ATROPINE ON THE PNEUMO- 
GASTRIC NERVE IN ASTHMA. 


Provressor Courty, of Montpelier, bas communicated to the 
Academy of Sciences of Paris a case wherein he used this novel 
kind of treatment. The patient was a lady aged fifty-four, 
who for several years had suffered from very severe fits of 
asthma. No organic disease of the heart was discovered. Relief 
was obtained in several fits, which occurred at three and four 
months’ interval, by emetics, purgatives, frictions with mercu- 
rial and belladonna ointments, opium, valerian, and blisters 
dressed with morphine, sulphureous waters, &c. 


_ In August of this year, the fit having recurred, M 
on the internal side of the sterno-mastoid muscle 
on @ level with the ove a body, six drops of a solution of 
water at of atro ‘the salt to one hundred of 


ing was 
pine injection lasted till the next day, 
now three days, was com y purga- 
tarter emetic, &c.; and on the fourth day, a 
third injection of seven drops was had recourse to, the canula 
being introduced a little below the former puncture on the 
to allow the liquid to penetrate. narcotism ensued, 


MODIFICATION OF THE USUAL TREATMENT OF HYDROCELE. 


M. Voriemrer, an hospital 
the iodine has been injected 


quent strips transverse, running round the base 
and the third set again longitudinal, but shorter, 
resting points on the perineum and 
and four su 
purpose. can 
bandage. When the day, 
rt win the testis has risen towards the ring, and is 
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PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


THE COUNTRY PRACTITIONERS’ PORTABLE 
MEDICINE CHEST. 


able compass, as to contain all the drugs which may be re- 
in the treatment of disease. In addition, it contains a 


useful accompaniment to the carriage of a country practitioner 


| 
the greatest caution. The only application required, in the 
majority of cases, is cotton wool covered lightly with oiled silk, po ! 
which forms a protection to the joint; but now and then an H 
anodyne may be advantageously used, and a small blister is : — ; 
| 
| 
ture. i 
} 
he depth of only three or four lines, for fear of injuring the iz 
ortant vessels of the region, Symptoms of narcotism were ; 
—_e of Paris, proposes, after 
d allowed to run out, to support 
whole of the scrotum by strips of adhesive plaster running 
m the perineum to the pubis. The first strips should be ’ 
situdinal, and cross above the root of the penis ; the subse- 
ne time, may then be considered as Cured, and re- 
to his usual avocations, still wearing a suspensory ' 
IN AID OF THE D 
Specimens of gouty deposit in different joints, will be able to 
of their delineation in the volume before us, In conclusion, 
very useful and convenient little chest for gentlemen in prac- 
) more advantage ; and wean confidently recommend it as | tice in the country. It is so arranged, in a perfectly port- 
Dezssines ror Spanish Wounpep Mogoceco. dages, der papers, minim measures, a small spatula, scales, 
—An enormous quantity of linen has been forwarded to Morocco Ee meee needles and silk, laryngeal sponges, 
_ from all parte of Spain for the-use-of the The ladies 
have gone so-far as to.embroider and cabot , very elastic male and female ca t is altogether a most 
delicately, and to such an extent that the press has interfered, 
and advised the fair donors to be satisfied with the strictest 
647 
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Iw the latter half of the last century, the sale of medical 
degrees, by a certain Scottish University, had created such 
scandal amongst the public, that Wireuram Hoxter, writhing 
under the reproaches of his professional friends in London, 
wrote to CULLEN, entreating that distinguished professor to use 
his endeavours to effect a reform. The reform was not then 
accomplished ; and not many years ago, Sir Davip Brewster 
explained before a Parliamentary Committee, not without 
reprobation, the system which had been so long—more to 
‘the pecuniary benefit than to the moral credit of the autho- 
rities—earried on. It was enough for a candidate—a more 
commercial phraseology would be more suitable —to produce 
letters from two physicians of eminence testifying to his fitness 
for the honour. What was the standard of ‘‘ eminence” re- 
quired, may be jadged of by the broad insinuation in Hunter's 
letter to CuLLeN, that the signatures of two physicians suffi- 
ciently eminent for the purpose could be had for a pecuniary 
consideration. The reform that Hunter and could 
not accomplish, has since, to the great credit of the authorities 
in our day, been honestly achieved. Men of high reputation 
in medicine now present themselves for examination, and think 
it a distinction to wear the degrees of the regenerated Univer- 
sity of St. Andrews. 

Were it not for the much-disputed propriety of the measure 
pursued for a short period of this year by the College of Phy- 
sicians of Edinburgh, in issuing licences to men never seen 
within their walls, on the bare recommendation of strangers, 
we believe that Scotland would now be exonerated from the 
stigma of unworthily disposing of medical titles. But whether 
conviction of their error arose within their own breasts, or were 
excited by representations from without, the authorities of the 
College have wisely abandoned a scheme which certainly could 
not give adequate security for the scientific merits or social 
elaims—hardly even for the identity—of those upon whom 
the licence was conferred. The Edinburgh College now, whilst 
still requiring the testimony of two or three physicians to the 
respectability of the candidate,—a condition of qualification 
which we, for reasons independent of that assigned by Dr. 
Hoyer, esteem of little worth,—calls for the presence of the 
candidate, and professes to examine him as to his medical 
knowledge. 

Having another purpose in view on the present occasion, we 
set aside the consideration of objections that are still urged to 
the remodeled scheme’ of the Edinburgh College. This fact, 
in the meantime, we are bound in candour to state—namely, 
that the licence, under the conditions of the year of grace, is— 
at least, we believe so—confined to actually recognised mem- 
bers of the medical profession. 

It was reserved for # southern corporation to revive, in the 
year of medical reform, in ‘the mitile of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, in all its naked shamelessness, the prostitution of medical 
honours and privileges. For many years, and notwithstanding 
the greatly improved nae A students, it has been well 


known that the Royal College of Surgeons of England have 
adopted so low a standard of qualification for admission to the 
Membership, that they have lost all pretence for twitting any 
diplomatizing body in the kingdom with shortcoming in this 
respect. The acquirements of the great bulk of the students 
going up from our metropolitan schools are infinitely in ad- 
vance of the standard of examination of the College. It is 
keenly felt by the industrious and accomplished amongst them, 
that at the College there is not to be acquired the distinction 
or the reward of superior merit. In one low dead level of 
mediocrity, the idle and. the industrious, the ignorant and the 
learned, are swamped in ignominious confusion. It is no suffi- 
cient answer to this charge to point to the Fellowship exami- 
nation as the means of extrication from the swamp. ‘The Mem- 
bership ought in itself to be a title of honour; it ought not to 
be degraded in order, by contrast, to enhance the credit of the 
higher diploma. And if some pains be not taken to preserve 
the absolute credit of the Membership, it needs no great fore- 
sight to anticipate the speedy decline in reputation of the 
Fellowship and of the College altogether. 

A correspondent from the northern metropolis, whose astute 
letter we publish in another column, reproaches the London 
College with their delay in instituting a preliminary examina- 
tion in general knowledge, and justly contrasts this conduct 
with that of the Edinburgh College, who appear to have lost 
no time in honourably giving effect to the spirit of the new 
Medical Act, and the directions of the General Medical 
Council. Whilst this is the spirit that animates the Edin- 
burgh College of Surgeons, our Lendon College, whose members 
are counted by thousands, think it right amd becoming to 
admit to the Membership those who do not profess to have 
gone through so much asa course of professional education. 
Tn stating this, we distinctly disclaim all desire to cast any 
reflection upon the moral character or social standing of 
Messrs. Hortox and of Dudley, upon whom the 
diploma of Membership has been recently conferred. It is 
virtually, if not directly, admitted, by themselves and by 
the College, that they did not present the usual evidence of 
having pursued that systematic study in the dissecting-room and 
at the hospitals which, none better than the Examiners know, 
ean alone qualify a man to take charge of the lives of his 
fellow-creatures, It is against this dereliction of duty on the 
part of the Court that we protest. For the condemnation of 
the Court, we refer to the answer which Mr. Bexrour, the 
secretary, was directed to send to the inquiries of the London 
Medical Registration Association. They urge— 

‘That, owing to the highly penal clauses of the Medical 
Act, this College had, in common with several of the medical 

tions in the United Kingdom, been obliged to relax its 
rules for a limited period in favour of certain persons who had 
practised many years, and who, in the opinion of the Court, 
would have been unjustly exeluded from the Register; and 
had admigted to examination persons whose surgical and gene- 
ral character had been eertified by competent practitioners: in 
which category the Court considered both Mr, Horton and 
Mr. Meredith to be included.” 

The fallacies which form the basis of this apology are so 
obvious as scarcely to demand exposure. We are not aware 
that any other medical corporation in the kingdom has gone so 
far as to give a diploma to persons who did not bring evidence 
of regular professional study. The assumption of the right to 
examine and diplomatize men without this evidence, solely on 
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the strength of certificates that they were possessed of suffi- 
cient ‘‘ surgical and general character,” is revolting to common 
sense. The avowed object of the Court is to place persons in 
this category on the Register. But they must know that nine- 
tenths of the people who will entrust them with their lives 
will be suffering, not from affections requiring surgical know- 
ledge, but medical skill, in which the Court does not even pre- 
tend to examine. What this conduct amounts to, we will not 
characterize by the name it deserves, But we submit that 
a case exists urgently demanding the interposition of the Me- 
dical Council. Is the Council prepared to sanction the College 
in thus over-riding all the requirements as to education and 
qualification which it holds to be essential? Will the Council 
recognise the right of any medical corporation to enable un- 
qualified persons to escape from the pressure of the ‘‘ penal 
clanses” of the Medical Act by supplying diplomas after this 
irregular fashion? The justification pleaded by the College is 
an indirect infringement of the Medical Act. This Act declares 
penalties against persons offending in a particular manner ; and 
the College steps forward to screen the offenders. This plea is 
about as logical and safe as it would be for a judge to take a 
convicted criminal under his protection on the ground that he 
had trespassed so often and so long that it was time to give 
him fall licence for the future. 


Some few weeks back, attention having been attracted to a 
hat which was seen floating upon the top of the water in the 
sluice of the river Irwell, at Modewheel, near Salford, further 
examination was made, when the body of a man (as it wassup- 
posed) was found, standing upright in the water. The next 
day an inquest was held, and the body was identified as that of 
“Harry” Sroxes, a well-known master bricksetter, of Salford. 
With this person was associated a rather strange history, and 
which, as it happened, was known to one of the jury of the in- 
his suspicions that the deceased was a woman, and not a man, 
though decidedly the body was that of ‘‘ Harry” Stoxes, th. 
bricklayer. Accordingly, ttvo women were deputed by the 
Coroner to solve the mystery. They returned from their in- 
quiry, entering the Court ‘‘tittering, with the information, 
“that, true enough, the body in the man’s clothes was that of a 
“perfect woman, and not a man. She was full-breasted, but 
“the shape of her womanly make was distorted by a broad 
“ strap, which was buckled round her body, under the arms.” 
Upon the method of scientific (!) inquiry here adopted, we havea 
few remarks to make; but previously to so doing, we shall 
state a few facts of ‘‘Harry” Stoxes’ history. This person is 
said to have been the child of a bricklayer, living near Don- 
caster. He ran away from home when he was eight years 
old, and offered his services to a bricksetter in Whitby. He 
continued to thrive at this work for nearly twenty years, when, 
apparently wanting a companion in life, he married a widow 
keeping a beer-house in an alley off Dean’s-gate, Manchester. 
On the night of the marriage, however, there occurred between 
“Harry” and the widow a terrible quarrel. There was a 
downright fight, the result of which was, that the widow took 
out a summons against “‘ Harry,” for which he was condemned 
to the New Bailey for a month’s imprisonment, During the 
hearing of the case, the widow declared that her husband was 


The case is said to have created much gossip at the time, form- 
ing the subject of popular ballads, whilst “‘Hanry” Sroxes 
became the object of much curious speculation amongst his 
brethren of the trowel. He maintained, however, a discreet 
silence as to his sex, only throwing out hints that the woman 
he had married was mad ; and as the most effective proof that 
she was a malevolent libeller, he soon afterwards married 
another widow, some fifteen or twenty years his senior, with a 
grown-up son and daughter. This widow is stated to have 
solemnly declared that she did not know, until informed after 
the inguest, that ‘‘ Harry” Stokes with whom she had been 
living as wife for twenty-five years, was a woman, and that 
her own children regarded him as their step-father. She averred 
that she received Stoxes, in the first instance, into her house 
merely from pity, to shield him from the persecution to which 
he was subjected. The result was, that although there were 
surmises that ‘‘ Harry” STokes was a woman, and was con- 
stantly the object of curious glances, he escaped the open mo- 
lestation to which he had been previously subjected. They 
lived together many years, she keeping a beer-house, and he 
having the special repute of being a fi'.t-rate builder of tall 
chimneys, and setter of stoves, grates. Av. In the days of the 
Chartist riots, “‘ Harry” Sroxes was sworn in as a special 
constable, and was made captain of the company. Notwith- 
standing that he had once done so well, “‘ Harry” Stokes ap- 
pears to have latterly fallen into decayed circumstances, which, 
with the fear of still greater poverty, are supposed to have 
been the causes of his commission of suicide, 

Now, although there are some circumstances which have 
been recorded about Sroxes, leading, no doubt, te a fair pre-. 
sumption that the person was @ female, yet it by no means fol- 
lows that such was surely the case. To be able to state this with 
scientific accuracy, we must depend upon data very different from 
that capable of being afforded by the evidence of two “‘ tittering” 
women. It certainly is strange in these days of progress and of 
universal knowledge that, on the one hand, a coroner should 
direct two old wives to decide upon a case of doubtful sex, and, 
on the other hand, that a jury should have heardsolittleabor.tthe 
difficulties of hermaphroditism and monstrosities as to be satis- 
fied with whatever such old crones might assert. We thought 
that juries of matrons had been banished altogether, and not 
alone in cases where prisoners assert pregnancy. The true sex 
in the case before us may or may not have been easily deter- 
minable upon due examination ; but which was really the case, 
we maintain the Court had not sufficient evidence before it to 
conclude. We have seen adult males, called, dressed up, and 
treated as women, and, vice versé, adult women, called, attired 
and considered as men ; we have seen one case also, in which 
it was a disputed point whether the poor creature was a 
man ora woman. What, it may be asked, was “ Haney 
Sroxes”? Now, truly, as Srerwe says, ‘“‘they order this 
matter better in France.” A case relative to our present sub- 
ject is now pending before the Civil Tribunal of Castelsarrazin, 
near Toulouse. A lady of that town, who was married as far 
baek as 1845, has brought an action against her husband in order 
to have the marriage annulled. This is upon the ground that 
he is not a man, but isa woman. At her request, the Tribunal 
has charged three physicians, Professors of the Faculty of 
Toulouse, to examine the person of the husband, and to make 
an official report to the Court, Surely Manchester or Salford 
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the case of “Harry Sroxes” might have been rescued for 
science. In default of this, however, we have laid before our 
readers in to-day’s Lancer an interesting communication from 
Dr. Gixpwoop. The psychologist as well as the physiologist 
must be interested in its perusal, and the case has points about it 
which make it well worthy the attention of the practical medi- 
cal man. Peculiarities of structure and arrests of development 
are said to be much more common in man when in a state of 
civilization than while in the savage state. 


_ ANOTHER cause célébre is to be added to the collection, and 
it may be asserted, that the horrible deed, lately brought be- 
fore the Criminal Court of a French provincial town, is hardly 
second to any in determined wickedness and artful combination 
to baffle the ends of justice, The case is briefly that of a lady, 
of good standing and fortune, who, to conceal the fault -f her 
daughter, whose moral training she had shamefully neglected, 
burnt completely, immediately after birth, in her drawing- 
room, the body of the child of which the wretched girl, hardly 
sixteen years of age, had just been delivered. Facts of the 
most revolting and disgusting kind were brought to light by 
the trial; amongst which may be noted, that te groom was 
the father of the child. To these we do not wish to allude; but 
We are anxious to call the attention of the profession to this 
attempt of annihilating every trace of guilt by incineration. 
The ashes, after the child (which was alleged to have been 
still-born) was consumed, were thrown into a dry well; but 
being submitted to M. Danyav, the eminent accoucheur of 
Paris, he recovered a fragment of frontal bone, and a portion 
of the malar. M. Danyavu, and the medical men with whom 
he acted, had some difficulty to determine the age of the foetus 
to whom these bones had belonged; but by comparing them 
with a number of specimens preserved in the museum of Paris, 
they came to the conclusion that the fetus had reached the 
seventh or eighth month. The medical witnesses, however, 
thought that the child might have been born at full time, but 
were not positive on that head. This was certainly a wise 
caution; for assuredly, in a case like this, it is very difficult 
to judge of the age, save, perhaps, by the amount of ossification. 
As to the question whether the child were born dead or alive, it 
is plain that it cannot be answered at all in crimes of this 
kind. No one was with the girl but her mother when par- 
turition took place, and she made her walk out the next day to 
prevent suspicion. 

We cannot but approve the French custom of appointing a 
committee of medical men to give in a report, rather than leaving 
the matter to one individual, who implicitly believes the 
faintest reactions he can obtain in his laboratory. The small 
town of Chinon, where this tragedy occurred, has fixed, for 
several days, the attention of the whole country. Viewing 
the case in a moral, or rather in a psychological aspect, we find 
that the mother has fallen into crime by her unbending ob- 
stinacy, and the daughter by the poisonous effects of a class of 
profligate novels, which disgrace ‘French ‘literature, coupled 
with the absence of all moral or religious education, and inter- 
course with healthy society. 

years’ hard labour. 
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“Ne quid nimis.”" 


HYPNOTISM IN PARIS. 


A cat may look at a king, but we have all known for a long 
time here in England that a man cannot always look even at a 
copper penny-j\iece with impunity. The which 
quackery and pseudo science dignified by the mismomer of 
electro-biology, have familiarized us with the sight of indivi- 
duals, who, by intently staring at a coin for a certain number 
of minutes, fell into a state of catalepsy, coma, or anmsthesia. 
Similar conditions have habitually been seen as the result of 
fixedly staring at any object whatsoever; and in this way 
persons, accustomed justly to ridicule the pretensions of mes- 
merists, have been enabled to produce coma without passes, 
holding of thumb, or any other jugglery intended to convey the 
notion that some “‘ fluid” was passing, which it is very certain 
does not exist, and cannot pass. It is interesting to observe, that 
the coma, or catalepsy, thus induced, is often most intense when 
most rapidly produced. The surgical application of these facts 
has been more than once very forcibly brought under the notice 
of English surgeons by Dr. Esdaile, whose success in inducing 
cerebral anesthesia in India, and in performing severe operations 
upon patients thus subtracted from the influence of pain, gave 
great weight to his experiments in this country. If, therefore, 
anesthesia, thus produced, has not found favour here, it may be 
presumed that the practical difficulties and disadvantages of 
this method bave been found to more than counterbalance some 
of its obvious recommendations, The English constitution is 
not very susceptible to such impressions, and for one success it 
has been common to find numerous instances of non-success, 

The whole theory and practice appear, however, to be novel to 
the French surgeons, and the introduction of this mode of pro- 
ducing anesthesia in Paris has just created a sensation. There 
is always a sensation in high medical circles in Paris on some 
question or another. Lately it has been fashionable to use up 
for that purpose the discarded sources of London excitement. 
Our old follies, our past extravagances, our inchoate guésses, 
rise up to testify against us in the bosom of the Academies of 
Medicine and Science in Paris. In those angust halls they find 
a new and more congenial atmosphere, they expand ‘and be- 
come glorified—brilliant bubbles, of which the priematio-ra- 
diance is reflected in the homes of all the journalistic **penny- 
a-liners” of this side the Channel, but which are allowed to 
perish in obscurity and silence. Lately, it was M. Vrite whee 

failure here became the prelude to his apotheosis 
in the French Academy. It was then coal-tar, which the 
Bishop of Cloyne extolled so far above its merits years since, 
that rose from its mediocre rank here amongst 
agents, and dazzled the Academy with its meteoric exhalations. 
The last rays have not yet vanished, and Mr. Waterton’s old 
friend woorara was about to create a fwrore, when it is sud- 
denly eclipsed by M. Azam’s importation of hypnotism, 
by the method copied from Dr. Braid, of Manchester, 
and Dr. Esdaile. It is a no less eminent surgeon than M. 
Velpeau—sponsor to Dr. Vrits—who has introduced this “new 
method of producing anesthesia;” he was so strack with 
the importance of M. Azam’s statement, that he immediately 
brought it before the Academy. Other names are mentioned : 
MM. Broca, Follin, Denonvilliers have succeeded; M. Nélaton 
has failed. M. Azam’s proceeding is precisely that which we 
have seen practised a hundred times at atheneums 
and institutes. The patient is directed to look fixedly ata 
brilliant object, held within an inch of the base of the nose: 
this prodaces a double convergent squint ; it fatigues the eyes 
very greatly, and is slightly painful. The effect stops here in 
exceed | the great majority of cases im England ; in a few cases, after a 
variable time, coma is produced, or catalepsy, The latter re- 
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ae very exceptional in dealing with agiah peopl; it 
may be that amongst the more impressionable French, as 
amongst the Indians, a larger majority of susceptible subjects 
will be found. The case related is somewhat characteristic. 
was Git of young fouls, ‘twenty yous of ag, 

very pusillanimous,” and with a large abscess. This pusil- 
steadfastly at the copper-piece 
for five minutes, fell into catalepsy, and did not feel the in- 
cision, by which her abscess was opened. However, she cried 
out. Such experiences may be multiplied infinitely, and we 
trust that surgery may be benefited by them. 

It must be observed, however, in the first place, that if 
French human nature resembles the English, a very large pro- 
portion of failures is to be expected. The ining successes 
will probably prove to be very dubious and greatly alloyed. 
Sometimes simple anmsthesia is produced ; but then this is 
frequently very trifling and evanescent. Any acute pain is 
felt; any prolonged sensation may induce wakefulness, and the 
surgeon will often find his patient awaking at the most critical 
stages of the operation, aad suffering all the later agonies of 
the knife. Often catalepsy is produced, and is followed by an 
excessive sensitiveness, which is described as “‘ very remark- 
able, and in which one sees the ordinary senses—the sensations 
of temperature and of muscular activity—attain a degree of 
impressibility altogether unusual.” It is especially nervous and 
hysterical females who are affected by this proceeding. These 
are not the persons in whom we should willingly see catalepsy 
aroused. They are not the persons for whom chloroform has 
any danger, While this proceeding is likely to be totally in- 
operative for surgical procedures of importance, the means 
ef producing local anzsthesia in slighter operations, by conge- 
lation, by topical application of anodyne solutions, or, perhaps, 
by Voltaic narcotism, are quite as certain and effectual as this 


lobes and base of the encephalon is induced, which suffices 
either to excite coma or catalepsy, just as the presence of effused 
blood may. determine insensibility, or convulsions, according 
to its size and position. 

We are far from regretting that these phenomena are now 
likely..to undergo cavefal examination from men who seek 
only for truth, and whose physiological studies and acquaint- 
ance with correlative science will have already led them to in- 
vestigate this condition without being dazzled by the will- 
o’-the-wisp of magnetism, which has fascinated the imaginative 
or ignorant persons who have for the most part adopted these 
inquiries, There are many facts historically related, besides 
those which we have familiarly seen more or less distorted by 
charlatanism, which afford evidence of the influence of fixed 
and painful position of the eyes in producing catalepsy and 
anesthesia. The monks cf Mount Athos, are 
said to induce a state of continued exaltation by steadfastly ex- 
amining their navels, and the Indian fakirs to squint at the 
hooks upon which they suspend themselves. 

We shall await with interest the further phases of this in- 
quiry ; and while we do not anticipate any other results than 
such as confirm the present opinions held in this country, yet 
we may expect some interesting developments of the position. 
It is, however, certainly not conducive to the dignity of an Aca- 
demy that questions thus crude, and experiments thus jejune, 
should be discussed at the sittings; in an assembly so distin- 
guished, only grave and well-considered propositions should be 
heard; anc we cannot but think that the cause of European 
science would be favoured by the establishment of committees 
of selection. Under the present system a constant agitation or 


sorts, but less so to science and to truth, _ 


WIND AND WEATHER CLOCKS. 

We do not pretend that the practical applications of any 
science form a fair standard by which to estimate its intellectual 
worth ; purely abstract investigations have a value far above 
the reach of such a test. Nevertheless, the public importance 
of any branch of science must depend greatly upon its uses, 
These, again, are found to increase directly in proportion to 
the extent to which general and correct observations are em- 
ployed as the basis of its applications, In the comparative 
failure of these necessary conditions we may, perhaps, find an 
explanation of the limited cultivation of meteorologic science. 
To the farmer, the miner, the shipowner, the mariner, and to 
a multitude of private persons, it is of the highest importance 
to foresee changes of weather, and to have anticipatory notions of 
the density, humidity, temperature, and motion of the air. Ap- 
parently, such information is as yet very vague and imperfect ; 
although by no means to the extent which many persons ima- 
gine. The aims of science have not yet been 
accomplished: they may be rapidly effected if general attention 
can be fixed to the means by which progress can be attained. 
At present, few stations of observation exist; and compara- 
tively small interest is felt in what a little reflection teaches 
us to be a pleasing and not a difficult pursuit. The observa- 
tions made are, moreover, often inaccurate, We learn with 
pleasure that the Duke of Northumberland is about to offer 
considerable encouragement to meteorological observation on 
his property and in the fishing villages along the coast of 
Northumberland, where they are likely to save human life. In 
Mr. Sopwith’s recent presidential address to the British Meteor- 
ological Society, he justly says that it would be highly advan- 
tageous could we, for all localities, ascertain—in addition to 
the pressure, temperature, and hygrometric state of the air— 
the rapidity of evaporation, range and intensity of solar 
radiation, and the state of electric tension: all which, in their 
varied combinations, go to make up that general result which 
we call climate, and unitedly produce effects upon the human 
frame according to the preponderance in the air of the one 
element or the other. When public attention is fully directed 
to the subject, it is probable that greatly increased care 
and more numerous observations will lead to greatly in- 
creased usefulness. Observations when now taken are usually 
confined to the knowledge of one or two persons; Mr. Sopwith 
usefully suggests that they be registered on a conspicuous 
ladder-like scale, haying a large and prominent index, to 
be placed daily at the several observatories, and to show the 
two preceding observations. Such an arrangement is in pro- 
gress at Alnwick Castle. The public would thus learn to read 
off the weather as they read off the time from a clock, and 
would habitually consult the meteorological index as they do 
now the timepiece. 


FOUNDLING HOSPITALS. 


A passace in the message of the Lord High Commissioner of 
the Ionian Islands indicates an enormous abuse in the manage- 
ment of the Foundling Hospital of that dependency, such as has, 
probably, no perfect in Europe. Attention is called to 
the Foundling Hospital of Zante, which costs a sum of £2282 
annually, being more than a third of the whole municipal 
revenue. It is not to be wondered at, says the Lord High 
Commissioner, that a municipality complains of poverty when 
® third of its moderate revenue is devoted to rearing the ille- 
gitimate children of the population, This, to be sure, is an 
extreme case; but it is certain that the abuses of the Foundling 
European precedent. Properly administered, such institutions 
are very conducive to public morality, and have an influence 
which is at once humane in relation to the individual, and 
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being free from its dangers. 
The act of squinting determinedly at an object in proximity 
to the eyes evidently produces certain physiological effects not 
fully understood. Probably a rapid congestion of the optic | 
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departed from. Here no foundling is admitted, except on 
the personal application of the mother; and-that this should 
be sucvessful, it is necessary that the mother shall give evidence 
that it is her first fault; that she has been deserted, and that 
she has the intention of returning to a virtuous and honourable 
course of life. Thus the incubus of her sin is removed, and the 
child of her folly is provided for; it is well and carefully edu- 
cated, and the infant inmates of that well-endowed institution 
have constantly done honour to their training masters in after- 
life. It is thus that two lives are often rescued to the State: 
that of the mother who is saved from vice, which leads to 
death, and prolificly spreads disease; and that of the child, 
who were otherwise too often doomed to want and infamy. 
But an indiscriminate system of reception offers a premium to 
immorality, and is a direct to bastardy. The 
system of the Foundling Hospital of Paris is bad; that of 
Zante would seem to be far worse. 


SANITARY PROSPECTS OF THE SPANISH ARMY. 
- Tue Spanish army is likely to suffer greatly from sickness. 
These sufferings are partly incideutal to the severity of the 
season, and the unhealthiness of the climate in which the cam- 
paign is conducted. There is great reason to fear, however, 
that the medical and hygienic arrangements for the troops are 
sadly defective; and that the calamitous results of these 
deficiencies will add another stern example of the horrors 
which fiow from neglect of the sanitary and medical require- 
ments of large bodies of troops in the field. Already the 
question is asked, whether Marshal O‘Donnell will conquer— 
not his enemy amongst men, but his enemy in Nature. The 
Moroecan troops will fall before the Spaniards; but it is to be 
feared that these, in turn, may succumb to disease. Even the 
primary necessaries of an army in campaign appear to be want- 
ing—the wounded are earried down in blankets, and medicines 
and stores are scantily supplied. Cholera has appeared in an 
active, if not a malignant, form; and frost-bite, dysentery, and 
fever must be expected to follow in its train. The troops are 
encamped on a series of clay ridges, with the sea on one side, 
and a chain of mountains on the other. In this winter season, 
violent winds prevail, and heavy rains are frequent. The 
shelter of the troops is imperfect, and their duty monotonous. 
A large average of disease must, therefore, be expected. By 
efficient arrangements as to clothing, food, and stores, it might 
be greatly diminished; by the present defects it is likely to be 
very largely increased. The Spanish campaign should be care- 
fully watched by our sanitarians, The results of hygienic 
neglect, and the salutary influence of efforts to remedy such 
disasters, will be alike instructive. 


A GRATIFYING TESTIMONIAL. 

Ture Dum/fries and Galloway Standard contains an account 
of a very pleasing ovation to Dr. M‘Culloch, of Dumfries, 
At a crowded soirée in the Assembly-rooms of this town, ad- 
dresses were presented to that physician expressive of the 
respect and esteem in which he is regarded by the inhabitants 
of that part of Scotland. At the same time, a double testi. 
monial was offered for his acceptance—a handsome carriage, 
subscribed for by the ladies, and a pair of horses, purchased by 
the gentlemen. A warmly-expressed address was read, signed 
by thirty-seven’ loeal practitioners; and at the conclusion of 
the proceedings, Dr. M‘Culloch entered the presentation ear- 
were of a very interesting character, and are very gratifying 
as showing a generous appreciation of merit and brotherly 
feeling amongst the members of the medical profession in the 
south of Scotland. 


Resrenanion or Dz. Topp.—Dr. B. B. Todd has re- |: 


his appointment as physician to King’s College Hos- 
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‘Audi alteram partem.” 


THE EVILS OF SPECIAL HOSPITALS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


public port t 
Elepticn Yeur zeal for the advancement of medical science, 


with your favourite motto, ‘‘ audi alteram .- 

The ventilation of 2 subject cannot militate if can 
only lead to, the establishment of the truth. Hitherto 
have ably contended inst. specialties of all kinds, and 


coge: against 

such hospitals seems to have been overlooked. It is this: the 
injury inflicted on the patients by bling together a great 
number of persons afflicted with the same disease. The extent 
of mental influence in corning sud neins disorders of health 
is familiar to us all. Of the truth of this, the cholera hos- 
pitals, in 1831-32, have afforded a melancholy proof. In the 
cholera hospital opened in one district, scarcely a single pati 
recovered. The despondency occasioned to the rest, 
death of one, seemed to determine the fatal event in others. 
This fact, at least, was clearly established, that of the patients 
who entered the Cholera npr very few escaped. Death 
ensued either in the stage of cullapse, or in the subsequent 
typhoid fever; whilst the recoveries out of the hospital in the 
same district, with every disadvantage of aqualor and priva- 
tion, exceeded sixty per cent. i allowance for 
the difference between the sti and saline treat- 
ment (the former having been pursued in, and the latter out 
the hospital), the great disproportion evidently 
segregation of the one, and the congregation of the 

tients. ‘‘ My next-bed neighbour just died; 
ering under the same disease, and my turn to die 
next,” was too often the feeling, if not expressed, 
pital; and the fear decided the issue. 

In the same category may be included several other 
for the exclusive reception of special diseases, such as 

i for Consumption and Cancer; the cancer wards in 
eg general hospitals, and, perhaps, our 
and wards, lie open to the same objection, 
the first two are not sufficiently numerous in cases of 
tendency as consumption and cancer to animate with 
minds of the patients in whom despair exerts a most 
influence upon the corporeal disease. i 
congregation, should be the rule in the treatment, 
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We are to 
members of the same family, lest succumb to 
the malady; for in no form.of disease is the power of imitation 
more distinctly manifested. We have accounts of i 
schools and convents having been broken up, and the 
and nuns dispersed, in consequence of an endemic epilepsy. 
What may be the result of assembling ay sip ed 
epileptics in this new hospital, if the design be carried into 
execution, remains to be seen; but it will be directly opposed 
to all experience if it be favourable. The correctness of 
Hall’s bapeipete that the epileptic paroxysm is 
ism: laryngismus, is very Re 


ich the patient is perpetually reminded by the 
of being obliged to breathe a tube i 
pipe, may indefinitely 

ceived; and doubtless it is upon 
old-fashioned seton and issue acted 


Str,—In the last two numbers of your highly-esteemed 
have, in articles, recommended to 
| of mankind, will excuse a counter-statement in conformit 
against speci ospitais in particular, as tending to limi 
ienlienn bounds of scientific observation, and to lessen the compre- 
good in the case of cholera, cancer, pod 
perhaps, epidemic fevers, how mmch more forcible is the same 
argument when applied to the congregation of epileptics? 
| the patient by the tion of tracheotomy or | gotom 
e patvien Operation racheotomy or 
n his wind- 
easily con- 
ile that the 
hese cases. 
| If the more plausible theory be correct, that the epileptic phe- 
_ nomena are owing, not to the closure of the rima glottidis (the 
effect and not the cause of the paroxysm), but to an excessive 
accumulation of nervous fluid in nerve is 
ded, or, more correctly ing, exploded by >. 
of treatment, ‘referable to setons, issues, 


Tar Lawcer,J THE MAIN DRAINAGE SCHEME. [Decemner 24, 1859. 
= the employed for the purpose of) 4.—Annual Mortality from Fever in London, at teo 
o doubt can arise in the mind of an attentive observer as tothe different Epoche. 
hereditary constitutional predisposition are same ; Years..| Typhus it- | Ague 
of the two digseses avo so much alike, and so merge | tents. 
assembling together a party of hysterical patients in the hope — N72 17 = a o~ eo 
of curing them, even by the most appropriate mode of treat- 1844! 1696 = 23 > i 8168 1093 
ment? The assemblage would defeat the object. As in the 45 | 1303 32 1 1109 
case of hysteria, so in epilepsia—the tendency to propagate 1846 | 1796 1 = 1876 | 4 1106 
itself by imitation should always be borne in mind, and there-| | - 8 
fore the association of hysterical and epileptic patients should 1948 | 3669 96 33 | 3698 1823 694 
be carefully avoided; and as in hysteria, so in epilepsia—the . 1849 | 2476 so | (8 ~ 1824 750 
cure depends upon diligent habits, and constant and active 1850 1923 87 18 am | 1825 806 
employment of all the faculties of mind and body, to prevent yao.) 236 192 19 2487 1826 9°6 
the accumulation of nervous energy in the nerve centres by its 1862 | 2164 91 19 | 2273 1827 * 
daily If this be the right method of cure, no} | 104 24 } 1898 843 
place coald be sclocted han sn hospital to eset! | | 122 | 24 | 2306 | 1629 | 1167 
ject, w listlessness and idleness unavoidably pre-| 22 | 2458 1890 782 
These observations might be greatly extended, and facts in 1856 | 2153 #1831 906 


abundance might be adduced to substantiate the truth of these 
assertions; buat ~nough, perhaps, has been advanced to lead 
the profession ana t,‘e public to pause before they embark in ‘ 
an undertaking whicu, from the nature of epilepsy, cannot end 
otherwise than in disappointment, 

I am, Sir, yours, &c,, 


Dee. 1959, MEpIcvs. 


THE MAIN DRAINAGE SCHEME. 
(LETTER FROM DR. PARKIN.) 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Srr,—In the leading article on the Main Drainage System 
contained in a recent number of Tae Lancer (Dec. 3rd) it is 
remarked: ‘It is a fact which medical officers of health have 
observed in detail, and which, therefore, comprehensive statis- 
ticians cannot disprove, that immense steps towards the aboli- 
tion of fever have been made during the last three years, by a 
vigorous extension of the actual system of washing away, quam 
ctto, our excreta by hundreds of outlets into the Thames.” 

Believing that the writer, like myself, is only anxious to 
arrive at the trath, I would beg leave to ask him how, if this 
conclusion be a correct one, we are to account for the fact, 
that fever gradually increased in London from 1841 to 1856, 
notwithstanding that the system of sewerage was being ex- 
tended the same during this period as during the last three 


‘was a decrease in the mortality from fever and other diseases 
during the whole of the eighteenth century, when cesspools 
were alone used? it being only at the commencement of the 
that the contents of the waterclosets were al- 
ed to be discharged into the sewers, and thence into the 
Thus, the deaths from fever, which in 1700 amounted 
to 2902, were only 2292 in 1750, and 2713 in 1800, which is a 
very sensible diminution when the great increase in population 
that took place during the last century is taken into account. 
This diminution a still more remarkable with another 
class of diseases—viz., dysentery and bowel complaints, the 
deaths from which gradually declined from 1000 at the com- 
mencement of the eighteenth century, to 20 at 

tion. The same result is apparent with respect to the general 


mortality: for in 1700 the ratio of mortality was 1 in 25; and 
in 1800 and the four ing years, 1 in 36: so that the 
value of life increased 11 per cent. during the last century. As 


it was precisely during this period that the emanations from 
_hight-soil were the greatest, while, from the rapid increase of 
reren they must have been augmenting in intensity year 
year and day by day, it seems difficult to reconcile these 
and the preceding facts with the opinion before « 
“that steps have been made during the last three years 
towards the abolition of fever by a vigorous extension of the 
actual system of washing away our excreta into the Thames.” 
‘We are bound, in my humble opinior, to look at some other 
and accidental or cause for the diminution that has 
taken place in the mortality from fever during the last three 


. I am, Sir, obedient servant, 
Dee, 1859, J. M.D. 


*.* Dr. Parkin is so well entitled to speak with authority 
on sanitary matters from personal observation, that we are 
surprised he should resort to the stale and questionable sta- 
tistics of the last century and the beginning of the present one. 
We think, however, that even taking the figures in his table, 
and making due allowance for the rapid increase of population 
—sbout two per eent. per annum—the general fact that fever 
has been diminishing in London is borneout. But the evidence 
we rely upon is not the jumble or medley of statistics which bafile 
all attempts at cross-examination or verification, but such well- 
observed facts as this: the abolition of fever, in districts where 
it formerly reigned, since the establishment of effective drain- 
age. During the last three years many hundred square acres 
of inhabited ground have been provided with sewers; and we 
imagine that there is no medical officer of health who could 
not speak to instances of the beneficial operation of works of 
this kind. We admit freely that there are other causes of 
fever and other sickness—amongst the greatest of which are 
overcrowding and living in badly-ventilated dwellings — in 
operation, and which demand constant medical supervision to 
appreciate and to bat. But the general facts stated in our 
leader are too well attested for dispate.—Ep. L. 


(LETTER FROM DR. J. (REGEEN.) 
To the Editor of a Lancer. 


Srr,—The enclosed suggestions, which were committed to 
paper two or three months ago, as they struck me at the time, 
seem to me to be so much im accordance with your plan of 
overcoming the monster evil, draimage, by meeting it piece- 
meal, as ably set forth in your leader of the 3rd instant, that 
I feel induced to send you them for insertion :— 


But granting its complete purification, and that it will be one 
of the purest as well as the richest rivers in the world, a still 
greater evil remaius in the shape of filthy and foul sewers, 
which show their omnipresence by assailing our noses, if not 
our stomachs, from their hideous gully-holes at every corner in 
the City and the suburbs. The evil of the river is confined to 
its own immediate neighbourhood, whereas the sewage nui- 
Sance is universal, As houses for the habitation of man and 
animals continue on the increase, and these again are connected 
with ‘the sewers, the amount of animal excreta in the sewage 
must likewise increase ; and I think the evil will go on from 
bad to worse, and man be actually asphyxiated by his own 
débris, in spite of all plans hitherto suggested. 

* This period has been selected for two reasons, In the first place, there is 
an intermission in the returns from 1831 to 1838,—the interval when the old 
system of registration was abandoned, and the new one adopted ; and, im the 
next, a new period commenced in 1 an epi when, as has been 


832, period, 
fever is always to a greater extent than at other 
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| 
= { 
{ 
| 
years ? at such was the fact will be evident by a reference 
to the table now added. 
‘Then, again, how can we account for the fact, that there } 
The opinion seems to be very general, that, even after ’ 
expenditure of many millions of money in the completion of iP 
the huge sewers now in course of construction, the Thames . 
will remain in a condition Jittle better than it is at present. ‘ : 
ears, | 


Tae Laycer,] ON THE ACTION OF WOORARA.—A CASE OF DISPUTED LUNACY. [Dzcemmze 24, 1859. 


In pondering over this mighty evil, I considered that the 
déris of three millions of ie, mixed with all the rain-falls 
and streams, are too great to be conquered by our engineeri 


eering 
or chemical philosophers. But, even if practicable, it would 
be so only r dealing destruction all around in the shape of 
sewers, + and small ; and as to separating it after its acces- 
sion to ighty river, the idea could only be broached in 
an Arabian ” Then the question re- 
mains, whether the evil can be nipped in the bud—whether, in 


fact, all animal excreta can be conveniently di of without 
poisoning either the drains or the river? r only plan, I 
t y thi means of very 
vessels (without holes at the bottom), made so as to fit no or 
take the place of the watercloset pan ; the aqueous 
cauptied into dant sh stated periods,” Perhape very 
emptied into ust-bin at sta i a 
porous vessel of compressed carbon could whieh 
would likewise have the effect of destroying as they arise all 
effluvia from the excreta, or a mixture of porous carbon and clay, 
er pe as earthenware. If this plan could be carried out, and 
d to answer practically, e watercloset the 
having any a drain or stream should 
be fitted up in this manner, so that all the streams in the land 
would be pure and undefiled ; for the carbon would absorb 
even the ammonia, leaving nothing more than a little saline 
matter to mingle in the stream, The drains from stables, cow- 
houses, and offensive manufactories would be similarly inter- 


ion would 


Piough-road, Rotherhithe, Dec. 1859, 


ON THE ACTION OF WOORARA. 
[LETTER FROM DR. G. HARLEY. ] 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,— My attention has been called to a letter in Tax Lancer 
of the 17th inst., said to be from the pen of a ‘‘ M, Jules Broca.” 
Although I doubt very much if there exist such a person, and 
the assertions made in the letter are so palpably absurd that it 
is unnecessary to refute them, yet as some of your readers may 
be dazzled by the authorities he cites, I may mention that he 
not only misquotes them, but that he even appears not to know 
their proper names, for he splits one of them up into two, and 
misspells another. 

for a pigeon; but if so, what ought to be the dose for a man, 
who, I suppose, will weigh at least 200 times more? Then, 
said ‘‘ M. Jules Broca” talks of experimenting with 
alkaloid woorarine! I wish he had at the same time told 
us how to get it, for, as far as I am aware, no chemist has yet 


been able to e such a substance. 
ends by telling us that woorara 


THE EDINBURGH AND LONDON COLLEGES, 
AND THE JOINT LICENCE. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet, 


Sr,—Your pithy leader of the 10th inst. we all read here 
with pleasure, for it is pleasant to know that what we have 
done is approved elsewhere, and to be held up as an e 
to the London Colleges, Bat we are inno hurry to see 
ges unite for a joint examination, for they are 
now playing into our hands by delaying todo so. Especially 
is the College of Physicians doing so to her vr reN yp sister, 
by delaying to open her licence to the student ap general 
practitioner. The increase of students in Edinburgh is a 

r activity in carrying out the co-operation, and in fear- 


But the Edinburgh of has too reason 
to complain of the She having 
instituted a preliminary examination, Why does it only keep 
on announcing its intention of doing so? It is long since the 
Edinburgh College instituted a formal imi examina- 
i this year it has been raised ; rar & 
as that for the double qualification. Notwithstanding this rise, 
the number who have gone up for the preliminary examination 


tinue not only untried in anything but anatomy, i 

and surgery, but, it may be, absolutely ben Ey ak 
of a liberal profession ? 

The Edinburgh College has, however, a still better ground 


London 

short of this by a year. The Medical Council assume 
sessions as a matter of course; for recommend that the 
final examination be not allowed “ until after the termination 
of the fourth winter session.” may depend 
upon it that unless it speedily follow our example, its condact 
will be formally ht before the Medical Council. It cannot 
be allowed to go on admitting to the status of i men 
the illiterate, the professionally half-educa' the — 1 
trust that before the next general meeting of the Medical 
Council the London College will have come forward with these 
two proposals for its sanction:—1. A preliminary examination, 
for all who come 
up to pass after that date. 2, tt four winter and three 
summer sessions be required from all who commence their 
studies (i.e., attendance on medical classes) after September 


Ist, 1859. 
The tion with the College of Physicians for the 
matter for the interest of the 
Colleges and for the convenience of the student, saving both 
the expense and the annoyance of two examinations. The 
louger the London Colleges delay it, the worse for themselves. 
lam, Sir, your obedient 
Edinburgh, Dee, 16th, 1859. F.R.C.S. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Srr,—In your leader of the 10th inst., the 
the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons , and the 
adjusting of a joint examination, you say: ‘‘ If anyone can 
a single valid reason against the immediate i 
ite so. t those who can de! present i 
union of con and apothecary do so; but if unable to sub- 
stantiate their position, then let on spe acknowl 
the necessity for a change of things, leaving the Hall to 
legitimate occupation of attending to the purity of d let 
the teaching of medicine be entrusted to its proper and legiti- 
mate source—the College of Physicians, and a creditable and 
gentlemanly qualification be at once made available to all. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
December, 1859. 


A CASE OF DISPUTED LUNACY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—I am much obliged to you for referring, in Tak Lancet 
of last week, to the case of Al 


for more than twelve months insane, 
Theres with the rules of the asylum) inadmissible as a 


examination the committee, as to Alfred Godfrey's in- 
sanity, or n made as to the inaccuracy of the medical 
certificate. ince bein, 


refused admission into — 
two independent medi tlemen have seen and i 
him. He is now, on their joint certificates, confined as a lunatic 
in Colney-hatch Asylum. 


| 
in Edinburgh this year is much greater than in any previous 
ear. How long are the London licentiates in surgery to con- 
extend the period of study. While no student who began this 
session can obtain an Edinburgh diploma in less than four 
cepted by large carbon or such-like filters; and if the kitchen 
sinks were also made thus, all organic remains would be de- 
tained for their proper destination, the dry dust-bin, and ulti- 
mately the ground. 
I trust the importance of the subject will be sufficient apo- 
logy for thus trespassing on your valuable space. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
James Joseru Creceen, M.D., F.R.C.P.E. 
in | a | no | 
; ing than new. Physiologists will no doubt duly appre- 
ciate this discovery, for heretofore they have taught us that a 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, _ 
Harley-street, Cavendish-square, Gerorce Hariey, M.D. we as one of the medical men who signed a certificate 
December, 1859. his lunacy, of shortly stating the f->ts of the case. The 
newspaper reports of the proceedings before the police magis- 
trate were (as is usually the case when the penny-a-liner has to 
deal with lunacy questions and ‘‘ mad doctors”) grossly inac- 
curate. Alfred Godfrey was never admitted as a patient into 
ig, the. police report, dlechengod trenty 
; represented in i * di twenty mi 
| after having been received.” He was not taken into the hos- 
| pital because the authorities had ascertained that he had been 
| (in con- 
patient. 
limi 
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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS IN SCOTLAND.—HAY ASTHMA. 


[Decemerr 24, 1859. 


Tue Laxcer,] 

The disposition, exhibited by a ion of the public press, 
to place everthing connected ith lunacy practitioners in 
a light has attained to such a pitch, that medical 
but to incur any amount of responsibility in relation to 
confinement of the insane. It is time that the medical press 


To the Editor of Tux LANcET. 


regarding the fees for certificates of the 

death I fear, promote an agitation which must be ineffec- 
tual, and so tend to injure the profession in the eyes of the 
public, It is true, as you say, that ‘the labourer is worthy 
of his hire ;” but we must remember that in making a bargain, 
both es must be agreed as to the value of the article. 


nor 
the public of this country have the least idea of the value of 
the statistics of disease. When the Registration Acts were 
first introduced, the recording of the causes of death formed no 
part of the measure, but was engrafted on it at the earnest in- 
stigation of the medical profession; and there is now a call 
upon us to show that in urging this we were actuated by zeal 
for science, not by a desire for gain. 
shilling were for each ificate of d in the United 
ae pony as the sum to each practitioner would be, it 

d cost the country upwards of £25,000. How many in 


only means of obtaining statistics of disease. 


If we are determined to ‘‘ strike,” the public will ly let 
us have our own way, and the causes of death will be omitted 
from the regi Will this result be satisfactory to the pro- 
fession? I not. I would humbly suggest that we 
should quietly go on with the present system a little longer, in 
the hope that the collection of the statistics of disease may 
lead to some important public benefit, which will convince the 
country that such statistics are worth pa: for. 

I think, however, that we may y ask that whilst 
we i causes of death, 
some use may be i 


To the Editor of Tax. Lancet. 


a “* mare’s nest” in the new splints he exhibited to the Medical 
and Chirurgical Society, as he has failed to point out that the 
system possesses any superiority over the paste- 
ce, and that is more than counter- 
re 
T do not ider it presumptuous on to make these 
remark, have seen hundreds of treated withthe 
a is quite as capable of being moulded to the 
i ier mache 


, ours obedien tly, 
C. Gartanp, M.R.C.S., 
Silver-street, Yeovil, Dec. 1859. 
HAY ASTHMA, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

1 ish authors—Bostock, Gordon, Elli 
King, enzie, and others —have 
denominations of summer catarrh, summer bronchitis, hay 

’ asthma—a catarrh which, in some persons predis- 
it, returns annually, and, for the most part, during 
of life, at the end of May or the beginning of June, 

or even two months. The symptoms are 
sneezing, inflammation of the 
conjunctiva and of the throat, cough, asthma, slight fever, or 
Occupied with studies on this disease, which occurs also in 
so kind as to give me 
answers to the following questions :— 
1. Does this di occur also in Scotland or Ireland? 
= it affect natives of these countries, or merely strangers ?. 
3. 


it occur more frequently in towns or in the country? 
it occur more often in those countries where a greater 
amount of rye or other corn is cultivated, or where there are 
more meadows? 


ADULTERATION OF FLOUR. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 
Sm,—Are you aware that Indian corn-meal, and second- 
ity flour, are extensively adulterated with an article im- 
from Ireland, called ? 


known as ‘‘shelling-seeds,” which is the husk of the grain, 
and which was formerly thrown out of the mill as valueless, 
forming quite a hillock. These heaps have lately disap 

and shelling-seeds are now ground into shouds, ostensibly for 
pig feeding, but in reality for the adulteration of human food, 
chiefly in the populous manufacturing districts of England ; 
and no small quantity of it is reimported into Ireland for a like 
nefarious in districts where oatmeal mills do not exist, 

Shouds resem second flour; it is ground fine, and is 
of a light-brown colour. There is no nutriment in it; but 
what is worse is, that its sharp spicular icles i 

diarrhca, some- 

A few months mill in this 

ago, a i was burnt to the 
grosad siz or oven owt fh Hes, and at many 


4 


theless, I hope, respectable and honourable, section of | 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, : 
December 19th, M.D. 
REGISTRATION OF DEATHS IN SCOTLAND. . 
Srr,—The remarks.in your leading article of the 3rd inst. , 
| 
| 
| 
Parliament would be found to consider medica! statistics worth | 
that sum? But such a fee would be degrading to the profes- 
£125,000 ; I believe that few even amongst medical men - 
would venture to ask for such a grant. _4. Is it true that it appears almost exclusively amongst the 
The question for dispute must therefore be, whether we will 
oarstie a Any other information tending to increase our of 7 
me. Even the mere communication of the number of cases if 
which a colleague has observed, with indication of the sex of 7 
aid me for a statistical survey. 5] 
I offer my sincere thanks beforehand for this trouble, and am 1% 
I will also name grate- 
fully in the preface of a treatise, which I shall publish on tais 
oe within about two Pepe those physicians who will 
i to assist me by communications, I, there 
‘ welling-places very legibly. 
Letters may be addressed, 4, St. Martin’s-place, Charing- 
cross, London, care of Dr. James Hunt. 
I am, Sir, 
nished for that number of years, at such an amount of trouble | “esse (Grand Dukedom of Hesria), + + MEBUS, 
December, 1869. Professor of Medicine at the Med. Faculty. 
lessly in the hands of the parish registrars. Some time I 
addressed the secretaty to'the Registrar-General for Scotland 
' on this subject, and was informed that ‘‘ the cog reg 
is fully alive to the importance and value of information, 
applicable to the of Scotland.” such tables, by | q 
not much greater difficulty in appending to the n the manufacture of oatmeal there is a refuse product 
uarterly reports, now published, tables showing the causes of 
death, desing the quarter, in coch’ef the counties, than in pre- 
now ; and such tables would be highly instructive. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, ; 
Dollar, N.B., Dee. 18th, 1858. M, Srracuan, M.D. 
PASTEBOARD VERSUS PAPIER MACHE. 
i 
Sm,—If Mr. Acton will kindly refer to Tur of i 
ints) are ex ingly light, expensive, bei - g 
I still consider, to use Mr. Acton’s words, that he has found ft 


Laxcet,] MEDICAL TRIALS.—THE LONDON MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATION. (Dec. 24, 1859, 


were so injured that they are not expected to recover. 
The origin of the fire was an explosion of gas emitted from a 
heap of shouds, which it appears is inflammable, or is said to 
If desire to see a sample of shouds, I will send 
one. 7 You deserve the gratitude of the nation for 
and fearless exposure of many other adulterations, T doubt 
not, will add to the obligation by exposing this abomination. 
Lam, Sir, obedient servant, 
Sligo, Dec, 1859, 


MEDICAL TRIALS. 


ROLLS COURT. 
JAUNCEY v. KNOWLES 


Tne suitors in this cause were two 
tising in Birmingham in partnership. 
5 for many years located there, and was, at the commence- 
ment of the partnership,—which was negotiated in March, 
1856,—one of the surgeons of Queen’s Hospital, and professor 
in Queen’s College, Birmingham ; while the plaintiff had been 
resident pupil of the defendant for five years, and studied at 
the above-mentioned institutions. In the interval which oc- 
cured between the end of pupilage and the beginming of part- 
nership, plaintiff became a student at the Edinburgh University 
for a.year; and in March, 1856, was at Tiverton Di 
as resident surgeon; and then received a from the de- 
fendant to join him in his practice on equal terms. A short 
correspondence took place, in which he represented the annual 
value of his practice as £800, and the expenses deducted as 
not much above £100, or words to that effect. The plaintiff 
and defendant shortly after met, and appear to have had 
matual confidence; for a few days only elapsed between the 


first negotiation and the 


attempted 

both, but without success; for the plaintiff (when he heard 
the particulars of the balance-sheet made by the defendant’s 
son, whe het:scted os his acconntent,and bo 


COURT OF CHANCERY, 
(Before the Lonp CHANCELLOR.) 
JAUNCEY 0, KNOWLES, 


The object of this suit was to obtain a dissolution of the 
partnership between the plaintiff and defendant, two medical 
men practising in Birmingham. It appeared that the plaintiff 
had paid a considerable inm to the defendant, and now 
sought its return, and a dissolution of the partnership (which 
batt hea entered into for fourteen years), on the ground of 
misrepresentation. The Master of the Rolls thought it best 
for both parties that the partnership should be dissolved, as it 
was evident they could never agree together; and his Honour 


to be returned to the plaintiff. Hence the 
Mr. Selwyn and Mr. Waller:appea: 
R. Palmer and Mr. Bovill for the defendant. 
The Lord Chaneellor thought there had been sufficient mis- 
representation to uphold the decree, and consequently dismissed 
the appeal, with costs. 


THE LONDON MEDICAL REGISTRATION 
ASSOCIATION. 


A sPeciaL meeting of the comimittee, convened by a requi- 
sition of five of its members, was held on Briday evening, the 
16th inst., Dr. Kirby in the chair, forthe parpese of receiving 
a report of the steps that had been taken to bring toan issue, in 
a superior court of law, the question as to whether dentists, not 
being possessed of the College. of Surgeons, 


had any right to assume the title of ‘“ -dentists.” It 
was believed that the determination of this point would also 
—s a similar decision as affecting persons who use the 


College of Surgeons empowered to grant diplomas 
the assumption of the title of ‘‘ surgeon.” ares gee i 
was thus involved; and in pursuing the i t of thi 
principle, the committee were of opinion i 
would, in the end, be found of essential benefit to the 
fession. At the same time, as the Chairman annon in 
some forcible remarks, it was not intended to involve legally- 
qualified medical practitioners who had through a set 
curriculum of study, and who might have assumed the title of 
surgeon, in the restrictions which the Association desired should 
be imposed. The intention was solely.to prevent persons who 
were wholly unqualified by not being possessed of any licence 
to ise medicine, in any of pay, Ee ing a 
designation to which no previous eduestion had given them a 
fully discussed, ordinary meeti igilance Com- 
mittee took place, when, some. seme hy they having been dis- 
of, the following letter, in answer to an application from 
. Ladd to the Council of the College of Surgeons, was read :— 


q “Royal of Surgeons, London, Dec. 10th, 1859. 
Srr,—I have laid before Court of Examiners of this Col- 
lege your letter of the 26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a reso- 
lution, on the preceding day, of the Committee of the London 
Medical Registration Association, inquiring whether Messrs. 
Toten sod ith, of Dudley, have received the diploma of 
ege. 
Aa Dayid Johnson, on the 1Sth 
‘That, owing tothe highly penal clauses.of the Medical 


ra] character had been certified by competent practitioners: in 
which category the Conrt considered both Mr. Horton % 
ith to be included.’ 
Tam, 
Dr. 


The consideration of this letter, and the steps to be taken in 
consequence, were deferred by the committee to their next 
meeting, which was fixed:to take place on Friday, Dec. 23rd. 


Hatt.—The n 
received certificates to practise, on 
Thursday, December 15th, 1859. 

Axprew, Aucustvs Lrrritwoop, Manchester. 

Bare, Fraycrs, Somersetshire. 

Freprertck, Wolverhampton. 

Hawks, Tuomas Henry, Readi 

Hvuenes, Rozert, Trefriw, North Wales. 

THomas, Redruth, Cornwall. 

Murray, Chele-le-street, 

Tacey, Wittiam Green, Louth, 

x, JouN, Snaith, 
(As an Assistant. ) 

Hopeson, Henry Freperick, Cradley-heath, Stafford. 

The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their 
first examination 

Macnamara, James, Great Ealing, x. 

Torts, Henry, Cambridge. 
Rovat oF Prvstcrans, Enrveveen.—The 


followin fleman, having und the necessary exami- 
clottell « on ist inst. :— 


Ropar, L.B.C.S, Edin, Fochabers, Morayshire. 


ee oculist,” and the like, they not being members of any recognised 
*.* We shall be much obliged to our correspondent ‘for a 
sample of the article mentioned, which is fit only for the food | 
of pigs, | 

| | | | im common | | 

| corporations in the United Kingdom, been obliged to relax its 

rules for a limited period in fayour of certain persons who had 

payment of the premium, £750, to the | practised many years, and who, in the opinion of the Court, 

defendant and the execution of the partnership deed. There | would have been unjustly excluded from the Register; and 

was no evidence that any but friendly feelings influenced the | had admitted to examination persons whose surgical and gene- 
his income, Proposals were made by the plaintiff to avoid 
litigation, which were declined by the defendant, and a Bill in 
| 


Tae Lance,) 


24, 1859. 


wing gentleman, ergone Necessary exam- 
uation, wos on the 20th inst. :— 
Martine Joseru, Co. Galway. 
AppornTMEXTSs.—At a general meeting of the 
of the City Dispensary, 


Assist. G. Nayler, Bombay Army, has been appoi 
by Sir C. to the Warley Depts vice ——- Williams, 


5 
5 


A Fatty Practice.—Mr. Dansey, a surgeon of Bland- 
ice, has received a testi- 


° 
= 
nm 
° 
= 
> 

4 


ing on the Syphiliti 
baco and Gros; and that for Ex tal Anatomy and Sur 
ly awarded to Oller, who has done so 

in these times i i of 
this year’s panegyric the “Scientific Aspect of the Life of 


to 
by | tained 50, 46, 33, 


Tur Srreap or Inrecriovs Disgaszs sy Cazs.—This 
subject is again being discussed in the daily journals. A 
** Surgeon ” suggests, in The T'imes, that the duty of prevent~- 
2 of using cabs for the conveyance of persons 

with small-pox and scarlatina mi t be entrusted 
the police. We think it right to call attention to the 
i i of Dr. Barnes, made in a report 


Feeds 


connexion with this subject of contagious diseases, I will 
may be propagated by the medium of a cab which has 
used for the conveyance of persons suffering under these 
eases, or of the bodies of those who have died from them, 
believe that the practice ought to be condemned. From 

to time various icati i is obj been 


use. The practice might quickly be arrested by requiring the 
q - 
sioners of Police the numbers of all cabs bri 


Deatus From Burns. — The i an- 
nounces that in the years 1852-56, 9998 deaths were referred, 
in the civil registers of and Wales, to burns; 2181 
are stated to have been caused by clothes taking fire. It must 
be borne in mind that many deaths occur in which the exact 
causes are not stated in the detail which is desirable. 

Yxuttow Frver.— St. Thomas’s continues to suffer 
greatly from the effects of yellow fever, which has caused 


the sailors. H.M.S. Gladiator, which 
ed as far as St. Kitt’s, 


g:| man died. She returned to Bermuda with twenty-two cases. 


Assistant-surgeon G. H. Bellringer fell a victim. 
1n Morocco.—Information has been received 


terminated 
% of evil omen for the Spaniards. The Moors, however, are said 


to be i y from cholera, aggravated by want of 


Avsrrattan Mitx.— At the August meeting of the 
Philosophical Society of Sydney, a paper on Sydney Milk was 
read by W. J. Willi M.D., from which it appears that 
the milk ied to the colonists is adulterated very much 
after the ion of the London “‘ sky-blue.” Water and cane 
sugar are largely added—the former to increase the bulk, the 
restore i i Some specimens con- 


&F 


Moreover, this water 
had 


Veres’s Last Victra.—The cause of the arrest and 
the ‘‘ Docteur Noir,” under the 
of icide, is sufficient to condemn his motives. A S = 
lady had arrived in Paris expressly to place herself under hi 
mmf The disease was cancer. Vrits, of course, promised that 
he would effectually eradicate the disease in consideration of 
The 10, 000 francs were 
laid down, — Suddenly, 


| 
| 
Jr. Win. ADbottSs Smith was appointed to fil the vacancy Of | Shoreditch vestry at the beginning of the present year 
Physician to that institution, occasioned by the resignation of 7 
resign | 
Iwranticrpg: Discusstow at toe Law AMENDMENT 
. Socrery.—The ‘‘ Defects in the Law relating to Infanticide 
the Law Amendment oy Ca their meeting, by Mr. J. the magistrates. é answer generally , that 
: J. Dempsey. This subject already been treated very ably | magistrates had uF gay to interfere. It —er to me that : 
, by Dr. Burke Ryan in his Fothergillian prize essay, and in 1 | the remedy lies wi the police. Under the ney Carriage 
at the instance of Lord Brougham. Mr. ay ver of a metropolitan stage or hackney carriage who shall use 
added little to what has been stated by Dr. Ryan. diffi- | or let to hire......any carriage for which a certificate has been 
cution almost useless, and indeed rarely attempted. Mr. such, not 
sey pointed out that there was no protection for the living child | proper condition for public use, shall be to a penalty not 
in the of tha low, cod. prapened thet exceeding £3 for every day that he shall so use or let to hire 
, should be classed as murder. Probably this would make it | such carriage, or in default of payment may be imprisoned for 
more than ever difficult to obtain a verdict of guilty. any time not exceeding one month.’ Now if a cab has become 
Sx empoisoned by conveying a body dead of small-pox or scarla- 
| 
that say (until after disinfection) in a fit and proper condition for public 
town. Man table persons, who had been inocu- 
; lated in their childhood. have been attacked with it. In Paris, 
small-pox is raging epidemically. It not 
= ee 8 hon B——, who ~ cleansing, ought to form part of the establishment of ev 
name, been attacked with this disease. jertal Sach a vehicle is attached to the Si fitele 
workhouse, and is exclusively used for the conveyance of 
small-pox and fever patients.” 
jal, whic consis! or & purse wi guineas, an a 
| silver-mounted ebony cabinet, with a complimentary inscrip- iq 
in the town of Blandford for 110 years—Mr. Dansey for 40 iq 
years, his father for 30 years, and his grandfather for 40 years. iq 
1859-60, on whi occasion the prizes offered by the Academy 
ave end Go of oto of the the af 
not when the fatal disease appeared, and she landed four men. 
being substituted, and given to those who had come Two days afterwards, other cases occurred off Tortola, and one 
the mark. Amongst such questions we find the followin] iq 
**On the Therapeutic Action of Perchloride of Iron,” and / 
“ On Retroversion mw: Pregnancy.” No 
: or reward ek ne ** Improvements respecting be from a French and trustworthy source that the loss by cholera 
Treatment of - considered os Incurable—as Epilepsy, amongst the French expedition inst the Moroccan tril | 
Cancer, &c.” The prize for ‘‘ The Nervous Affections depend : 
proper medical attendance. 
tephen Geoffroy St. Hilaire,” father to the present eminent 
naturalist of the same name. In this excellent discourse, the 
orator showed, in a very happy and lucid manner, how the | 
theory of universal type in the animal kingdom had arisen in 
St. Hilaire’s mind, how he had subsequently proved its ; 
ness by facts, and how this same theory was attacked aD per cent, respectively of water. 
Cavier, was not even always pure. (One 
Toora-prawixe tx Sparn.—A recent traveller in Spain -~ milkmen increasing their stoc! 
| describes an itinerant dentist, in the public square of Cadiz, to 
whom pationt, in the shape of are not wanting in the tricks of trade. 
came, griping at his jaw, for assistance. 
not dismount, hardly stooped in his saddle, but, with one ex- 
lance at the cavernous -tooth, 
| long Toledo rapier, with curious twisted steal hilt, 
that hung by his side, slipped the point under the muleteer’s 
Del his sword, slipped it back | 
precision he wii is i it into its 
sheath, held out his hand for the twopenny fee, touched his | 
sombrero, and rode gravely off. 


that she is dying, and asks 
francs. If she will send him 40,000 
still; if not, however sorry he may be, he 


Tae Socrat New Yorx.—Mr. Cooke, an 
American speaker at a late meeting of the American Friendly 
Association for Irish Emigrants, stated that there were 18,000 

itutes in New York: of these, 11,000 were Irishwomen. 
omen of this class lived an average of but four ; so that 
3000 Irish girls were annually made prostitutes 


_Arriricia Limes France.—We alluded a short 


enti broke from the and expressed the mingled feel- 
ings of the audience. This beautiful result of mechanical art 
comes from the establishment of the well-known surgical in 
strument maker, Charritre; and it should be known that M. 
Matthieu, who enjoys an egually high reputation in the same 
calling, has largely contributed to the perfection of this master- 
piece. 


Annvat Meerine or THE ACADEMY OF 


Prize Essay on tHe Causes or Puica Potonica,— 
The Imperial Medical Society of Wilna, complying with the 
wishes of Count Tyxenhaur, offers a prize of £50 for the 
best essay on the ‘‘ Etiology of Plica Polonica,” in order to 
render general a solid basis of pate. The subject of the 
treatise will be as follows:—‘* What are the peculiar endemic 
conditions lying at the root of the manifestations of plica in 
the different provinces of the kingdom of Poland, without re- 

to the different origins of the population?” It should be 

wn that, in December, 1858, a prize was awarded to Dr. 
Studzienlecki for a kind of reproduction of a work of his 
lished at Vienna in ye | =| a prize for the etiology of the 
disease is now offered, and will remain open for the next teed 
years. The essay may be written in any modern 
and sent, without a signature but with a motto, to M. Wik- 
semski, secretary to the Society at Wilna. 

New Forgeten Mepicat Jovrvats.—Dr. Tommasino, 
of Sardinia, proposes to publish a journal with the name of the 


Hippocratic Light, in which he intends to acquaint medical 


men with their to combat the abuses which do them so 
much harm, and to elevate their standing amongst the public. 
‘The usual matters of a medical paper will be a secondary con- 
— Dr. ‘Tommasino promises to begin as soon as the 
tions will cover the expenses of printing. 
medial per has just been started at Brussels, under the 
name of the Universal Medical Correspondent, It is to contain 
the princlpal articles of the medical journals of re. Bel- 
m, Germany, England, Italy, Spain, America, &c. 
transferred or translated. 
A aie Triat at Lyons.—A trial of some i 
rise to 
much discussion in the M. Guyénot, resident | 


—A new: 


MEDICAL NEWS,—-MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. [Decempge 24, 1859, 
surgeon, and M. Gailleton, surgeon, to the Lock H of 
Lyons, were indicted before the for 


ment, upon a boy ten years of affected with tenia capitis ; 
and the second for having rims 


Heatra or Lonpon purine tax ENDING 
Savurpay, total number of deaths 
1289, being the same 
P x, from w there were 45 
40; 8 occurred in the Small-pox Hospital. There were 83 
deaths from scarlatina; this complaint seems to be very preva- 
lent in the sub-district of St, John, Westminster, where it was 
fatal in 7 cases; there were 8 in Islington, and 4 in Rother 
hithe. Diphtheria carried off 6 persons. The most i 
cose in the lish goer which 164 pereons 
while 134 died from thisis, In the corr 


pneumonia, or inflammation of 26, Go 

brerage 113 Eleven infants died by 

murder. 
Last week the births of 952 boys and 879 girls, in all 1831 

children, were registered in London. In the ten 

ths penn 1008-48 Gi 


Births, — and Deaths. 


On the 14th inst., at tg A Worksop, Notts, the 
wife of E, Bennett, Esq., M.R.C.S., of a son. 

On the 18th inst., the wife of G. M. Todd, M.D., Marl- 
borough-place, Old Kent-road, of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 
On the Ist of Sept., at Auckland, New Zealand, T. Bruttou 
Kenderdrine, Esq., M.R.C.S.E., a magistrate for the age 4 
of Auckland, to Eliza} Jane, daughter of J. Preece, Esq., of 


‘New Zealand. 
On the 15th St. Peter's n, Westchester, Dr, 


On the 19th inst., at Dudley H 


Guildford, Alexander 
Frederick Dumaresq Thoms, the infant sonof F. D. Ross, Esq., 
M.R.C.8., aged nine days. 


MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


Fars Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 
Fuss Hosrrray. — Operations, 


Hosprran.—-Operations, 1} 
Wesruusstax Hosprrau.—Operations, 2 
IpPLesExX Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 

wiversiry Hosrrtay. — 

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 28 2 


Hosrrrat, — Operations, 2 


TUESDAY, Duzc, 27 .. 


le. 


Operations, 1 

Great Hosrrrat, 
Operations, 24 P.x. 


PRIDAY, Dac. 90 ......... f Ormrmatuto Hosertat. — Opera- 


SATURDAY, Dac. 31 ... 


tions, 1} 
ions, 2 P.M, 


Vrits, whose visits had at firs 
ceased to attend, A few days 
her papers was found a letter Trom the quack, evide laVing lnoculated Syphilis with a lancet, for the sake of experi- 
ws perfectly well 
expect for 10,000 
he will cure her © Gisappeared CO 
must let her die. | quence of the development of syphilis, which had been inocu- 
of the police, his | lated by means of the pus taken from mucous tubercles, M. 
impossibilities, we | Guy6not was fined £4, and M. Gailleton £2. 
lof homicide for n 
ae them. There was abundant fraud, but hardly hom 
i M. Roger, the celebrated tenor, who had the misfortune . © previous years the average humber from bronchitis (cor- 
lose his = from a ‘shot wound. The benefit of this rected for increase of population) was 153. The deaths from 
favourite singer took on the sth inst., before a crowded 
house. The friends and admirers of M. Roger were very ap- 
prehensive of the result of the experiment, knowing well that 
the sad Joss the 
singer had sustained would be looked upon with sympathy and 
marred. Their anxiety was, however, soon relieved ; the 
performance of M. Roger was such that a person not knowing 
suspected the calamity which has befallen him. In the ‘‘ Dame 
Blanche,” the tenor has a letter presented to him; and when 
E M. Roger deliberately stretched out his right hand arti- 
_ took place with the accustomed ceremonial. The labours of the | q , 
Academy for the past 7. were oe? forth in a talented > Ww 
course by M. Sauveur. Fallot then read a paper on : 
“* Mission of Academies ;” and, lastly, M. Burggraeve, delivered | Of Throg’s Neck, N.Y. 9 __ 
a speech on ‘* The Question of Animal Magnetism, and its 
Effects on the Living Organism.” : DEATHS. 
On the 12th inst., at Guildford, Mary Ann, wife of J. H. 
wo M.D., aged 56. 
the 15th inst., at the Grove, Bedford, of low fever, Mary 
| Sophia, second daughter of Dr. Wharton, physician to the In- 
firmary, aged 20. 
On the 16th inst., Julia, the wife of N. B. Pierpoint, Esq., 
M.R.C.S.E., of Little Pulteney-street, St. James's. 
| 2 P.M. } 
ons, 
. Gzorer’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 
Lonpon Hospital. — 
THURSDAY, Dec. 29 
| Hosrrtat.4 


» 


tasers 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Decemuer 24, 1859, 


Co Correspondents. 


Physiologist.—It is unnecessary to insert the letter. Dr. Harley has, in this 
day’s Lancet, given a sufficient answer to his opponest. It is surdly not 
requisite to defend Dr. Harley from an unfounded aspersion upon him. 
Fortunately he has attained so high a position in science, that uncalled-for 
criticisms only tend to enhance his reputation. 

Mr. J. C. Johnston's letter shall be notieed in our next impression, 


Fragrroor 
To the Béitor of Lancer. 


—In Taz Laxcet of Dee, 10th letter containing a masked 


it, “ Viator,” bat read the pamphlet tn 
question, he would have found .Thénard’s name a, 
not in connexion with what he, in his wisdom, terms of silica, 
seeing that such compound exists neither in nature, nor in the , nor 
in any Manual of Chemistry, nor, in fact, anywhere, save in “ Viator's" own 
brain, A fertile source of most unaccountab inched aan Gee ve to 
; his opinion of the volatilous nature of horie acid, as well as his 
idea ‘nat we have pretended to be the first to poealigele the in qnes- 
tion, deriving manifestly from the same troubled fountain-head. e number 
of “papers” referred to in our as having already preceded ours— 
a lf, shows that we never cherished any 


J 


which are harmless, chee, and cantly at attainable, from those which, 
anciently proposed, such as alam, (Ptiny, xxxv., 15, c.f Ure's “ Dictionary of 
Arts,”) are not well adapted for general application. 
The solution employed by M. Thénard at his Lectures in 1829 (Lectures at- 
by J stock of 


jator” witb such manifest his 

wisdom) contains phosphate of valuable properties 

Thereof had eon, eight years previouls, painted out by Gay Lassac and 
empten. 

In no one instance have we failed to se the of those we were 
obliged to follow. “ Viator” complacently up his string of 
blunders by to feed quite @ Mester when 1 
much ignorance of t is ,” he would have acted with still more 
wisdom had he bat 


ign compasstonate! 
has really been shown by those whom he attacks. Let him remember also 
that misplaced malice inevitably recoils upon its prime mover. 
We have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servants, 
Chemical Laboratory, Bury-court, FP. F.CS. 
St. Mary Axe, London, December, 1859. A. Orrennerm, Ph. D. 


Mr. Packard.—The mistake evidently arose from the conduct of the patient. 
It would have been better that the consultation had been held. ‘The 
patient, however, has a right to determine upon such a point. 

Obstetrician.—We are not acquainted with any such work. 


Assistants, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sre,—I think no one who has read the letter of “ Unfortunately Unqualified,” 
inserted in your — of last week, could question the justice of his re- 
marks. Like him, | was apprenticed to a doubiy-qualified practitioner, served 
my full term of five years diligently, and subsequently attended hospital prac- 
tice, &c. By the sudden death of my father, 1 was gry from completing 
the necessary curriculum of study, unless | had chosen to limit the already 
too narrow income of a cee mother. Rather than do this, I have been 
content to drudge along as an unqualified assistant for eight years. Twice 
during that period, through the jealous rivalry of competing medical 
bours, union medical officers, have been compelled, at the 

-v0r-law to exchange my services for these of legally - 
qualified men. Our position as unqualified 

Sam ious and unenviable, it is to be hoped that no Sep will be taken 
us in many cases have been precluded Providential dispen- 

from attaining the rank of our more fortunate bret hren) obtaining an 
honest livelihood. I should like to ask, too, whether the services of a man 
like myself, with fifteen years’ practic») experience, though without a diploma, 
is not to be preferred to those of one who, though with on blesh: shing 
of both © and Hall fresh upon him, has obtained be ae 
of hard shar dite suse of 

I am, = your obedient 


December, 1859. ue 

A Fellow of the Obstetrical Society of London—We have heard on the best 
authority that the Couneil of this Society decided some months since on 
issuing a form for reports of midwifery cases. The form in question will be 
published in the forthcoming volume of “ Transactions.” 

WV.—The “ year of grace” expires in April. 


Reorsrration oy Mrowrreny Cases. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Jour 
December, 1859. M.D, 1859, 


4 MWR.CS. of Siz Years Standing suggests that “ the best means to warn the 
public against the unprincipled quacks of the present day would be by using 
one of their modes of advertising—viz., distributing thousands of handbills 
about the streets, pcinting oot how the quacks may be known from the 
legitimate practitioners, and cautioning the public against the impostors.” 

Zeno,—By memorializing the Council. 


Sratristics or 
To the Editor of Taw Lancet. 


of your who signs himself“ A Fellow 
of the Society of Tue Lancer of last week, have given 
rise in my mind to an idea, which, raphe out, would be a means of obtaini 

information on the above subject. The plan is simply this -—That weediesl 
practitioners, in recording other facts re to midwifery cases, shal! state, 
by its own mother or by a 


T will take this rtunity of proposing iz.: That the re- 
of births in the various metropolitan and districts might be 
tructed to make “ retarns” on the subject in hand. 
The precise method of proceeding in this matier must, of course, be left t 
parties upon whom such duties devolve; bat 1 w just say, that an 
order in the form of a circular to the above effect, issued by the executive 
of the The Registry Office, would probsbly bear authority 
question and entry as to the mode of rearing, in 
tion to the particulars recorded rela’ are not to be 
thought of in the way of trouble, considering valaable information in the 
that such contributions would supply. 
practice of tag wet-narses, considered in its social bearin 
obtaining much attention both by the medical profession and the publ. 
Surprise and regret are very tery generally expressed that no statistics exist, by 
which an estimate can be made as to the extent to which the practice eaeat 
It is most desirable that this deficiency should be supplied without de 
commend, therefore, to the consideration of those whom it may cneem 
pos: for suggestions, respecting the two modes of registration, as ii 
something approaching to certain information on this important 
yeally vital question. I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
Brighton, , 1859. M. A. B. 
A. B, C-—~The names of the successful candidates for the Indian Medical Ser- 
vice will be published in Tas Lawcer as soon as they are officially an- 
nounced. The “questions” will be inserted next week. 
Mr. W. Mansell shall receive a private note. 


Cavriow To Mepricat 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sre,—The letter with the above heading, in your last week’s number, | fear 
came too late. The plunderer has been, doubtless, reaping a fine harvest. I 
enclose you a note received from the same who in this instance assumes 
the name of Henry Fisher, giving his 49, Newcastle-street, Hulme, 
near Manchester :— 

“Henry Fisher respectfully desires Mr. Jabez s Hogs will have aes 
to forward him two copies of his work—viz,, “ 
receipt thereof, H. F. will remit Post-office tag for the amount.” 

on handed this note to a bookseller, who, I regret to find, sent the veel t 

a em eve applying for the cash a few days aft after, had the mortification to 
the fel decamped, as in “ M.D.'s” 

remain, Sir, yours rs obediently, 

December, 1859. Jazez Hoce, M.B.CSE. 


An Incalid.—We have already expressed our opinion upon the article in ques- 


tion, and it is unnecessary to repeat it here. 
Edin —Certsinly not. 


Dr. R. C. Croft's paper, “ On the Difficulty of Diagnosis between Pregnancy 
and Tumours of the Abdomen,” shali be inserted next week. 


Tax 
To the Editor of Tux 

Srr,—Allow me to Got you for your zealous and unflinching advocacy of a 
purely medical licence for the medical practitioner, instead of the absurd do- 
cument issued by the Blackfriars’ drazgists. To one class of your readers this 
subject is especially interesting—viz., to students, most of whom now, on com- 
pleting their curriculum, take the Hall licence for want of a better. 1, with 
some others, have refused to register at the Hall, trusting that your able 
efforts, backed by the opinion of almost the entire body of the profession, 
sooner or later make the licence of the College of Physicians an object of am- 


bition to the student, as well asa ~~ of honour to the itioner, 
I am, Sir, yours ly, 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Dec. 1359, F. H.P. 


Ix consequence of the pressure of matter, we are compelled to postpone 
several articles, amongst others a notice of the aggregate meeting of the 
Irish medical profession at Limerick, the report of the Medical Society of 


London, &. &c. 
Communications, Letrens, ae, have been received from—Dr. Pidduck ; Mr. 
Belinfaute; Mr. Longhurst, kpore; Mr. Griffin; Mr. Jabez !iogg; 


Mr, Wilde; Mr, Tayler, Bradford, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Kebbell, Brighton, 
(with enclosure ;) Dr. Burn, Pinner; Mr. Lomax, Sutton-in-Ashfield, (with 
enclosure ;} Rev. F. R. Pentreath, Epsom, (with enclosure;) Mr. Rees, 
St. Ives, (with enclosure ;) Messrs. Griffin, Glasgow, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Horsham, (with enclosure;) Mr. M'Bean, (University of St. 
Andrews, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Eves, Cheltenham, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
, Portsea, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Nichols, Eaton, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Hopkins, Leeds, (with enc) ;) Mr. P ke, Burmah, (with enclo- 
sure;) Mr. Graham, Girwan, (with encl 3) Mr. Joh , Dudley, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Harris, Halstead, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hickman, Worthen, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. liall, Torquay, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Boyd, (wich en- 
closure ;) Mr. Cockburn, North Shields, (with enclosare ;) Dr. Lewis, Brad- 
ford; Dr. Hearne, Southampton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Tulloch, Colchester 
Dr. Bussell Reynolds ; An Old Sabseriber; An Invalid; &e. &c. 
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| | 
| only merit of our researches in a practical point of view . it can | ' 
be called—has been to institute a comparison between the respective value of 
the expedients hitherto recommended and that of other salts by determining | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
“9 correspondents wonld 
ssion by recommending 
a- a as been found useful in 
the clear and accu- 
rate deductions to be drawn therefrom, are well shown in some of the late 
—s = ; pecially in the very able paper of Dr. 
yn for years, iryproving when I could, 


(Decemprr 24, 1859 


Tae Lavycer,] THE LANCET CENERAL ADVERTISER. 


ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY ON THE EXTRAORDINARY EFFICACY OF 


DR. J. COLLIS BROWWNE’S 
(M.R.C.S.L, Ex-Army Mepicat Sram) 


C H LOR OOD Y N 


MEDICAL PROPERTIES: —ANODYNE, DIAPHORETIC, SEDATIVE, ASTRINGENT, ANTI-SPASMODIC, DIURETIC. 


A few Extracts of Medical Reports are furnished in testimony of the exceeding value of this New Remedial Agent. 
Norih of England, is published by permiad Dr. Saortmovusx (late of the Metropolitan Convalescent Hospital), of Carshalton, to a Medical friend in the 


by 

“And now, my trend, about“ infallible and incomparnble Chlorodyne my estimate of its 

value will be in the fact’ that I have within the last fifteen months used 160 ounces of it, and, contains about doses, have given at 
least 8000 doses. This is what have administered myself, ifs aes ima to those I Se 
hhave procured for themselves, It is, as 1 said before, a remedy quite hh. yt KORY os 

ne. It requires some little management in its administration, so as ‘ensure its best effecta. Out of the many hundreds of patients for whom I 

have rescribed it, 1 have found it disagree with but three, 
“Its mode of action is that of an astri: it in suppressing hemorrhage and diarrhes; an anti-spasmodic in colic and all forms of spasmodic cough ; an 


anodyne in allaying = and excitement, producing tranquillity and a most heavenly state of 
others) which [have employed it have been twelve cases of eight of these patients had been examined by other Medical 
not rest 


men, and had been regarded mine cases of tion, so that the nature of alone. They were all 
Ge'l do het sovevel wal on stage. Two ef tee Gore On cartes had formed in the 


; two others were bordering upon this stage. The remaining these hemoptysis was a 
ve q others, one exception, are 


prominent symptom, AN these bave or Gone, well, Five of them 
ia fair way recovery. 

“T have used it in many cases of hooping-cough and bronchi especially that form of the disease attended wi hs ogi irritation of 
the superior laryngeal nerve, vey in thewe cane can speak remedy 

“In dysentery and dysenteric and in mucous diarrhea with pain round the umbili ove dwg oat most wo, being euicient. 


diarrhea, 

In simple diarrhea it is is hardly worth while wing it a trial, ut are in conse of Wil arvest 
neously ; I have had several proofs of this. In some forms of neuralgia it also affords relief in a very short period. 

kone hove cow anid fen to But don’t be misled ; it is not a cure-all, nor did I ever ‘ puff it off as a universal panacea 
for all ailments,’ It is, what to peas betes, oe eae com. © with which you successfully combat disease in many of its forms, and those 
forms most frequent and most formi edition to te" astringent and anodyne it also possesses remarkable chemical ones, and has a 
marvellous effect ho nakgel Gnd sutcitine tenctean I have seen cases of secoudary sores and indolent ulcers assume quite new features, when the 
ordinary remedies have been combined with smal! doses of Chlorodyne.” 


Formerly Lecturer upon Anatom: ysiology George's School from with intervals ve seconds. 
most perfectly satisfied pole me pe eh results.” pain. I continued the Chlorodyne doses for a few days, since 
6 * which time he has had no return of the attack. In uterine affections | have 
From the “MEDICAL TIMES. found it extremely valuable ; and I could, if necessary, add many more striking 
“ To the Editor of the Muvicat Trwes anv Gazetrs. instances of the powerful influence Chiorodyne exerts in con’ diseases. 
“Sir,—In reply to ‘our who subscribes From H. LEE HOGG, Esq., Surgeon, Toddington. 
himself Nota Bene,’ whether an of benefit from Chiorodyme hare come “Sra,—I am much pleased with the action of Dr. J. Collis Browne's Chloro- 
to the know! your tention bay that have born proathy ploanea dyne. One day last week I was sent for in a $e 
at the results in intense agony. I concluded he was passing lus, and I was cor- 
I at. once gave him thirty minims of Chlorodyne, which caused almost 


of the neck, which came on in a man long. subject to Sage rheumatism, 


with perman ~ 
wrists. He could not tolerate opium, hyoscyamus, or *pelladonns, and, in as pea; and I have more of 
also employed it in a case of severe with very satisfac- 
water, the dose g twelve minims, He took only two doses, which acted ¥ ——_ ” 
so weil that he compared his feeli to being transported to paradise. The tory results ; also in cases of asthma and bronchitis marked benefit. 
er hie pains return, he now takes a From Dr. THOMAS SANDIFORD, Passage West, Cork. 


effects 
dose at bed-time, feelin: of days from suffering. I “T will thank an ly of Chlorodyne. It is the most 
inayat 5. Se with good results, but in too few cases to report | efficacious y I ever used, affording relief in violent attacks of 
it, It produces a certain amount of warmth and perspiration, with | within a minute after being taken. One patient in particular, who has suffered 
mind, as well as arresting the No head- | for years with and unable 
or symptoms followed its administration. —I am, &c., » relief from other as opium, &c., finds nothing so 
A. Henpzxsow, M.D., L.R.C. efficacious as Chiorodyne. 
to the Ramsgate infirmary. From W. R, DAWES, Esq., Haddenham. 
The Vale, Ramogete, rd, “Dear Srr—You should have heard from me sooner the effects 
Extracts from the General Board of Health, London, as to its efficacy of Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chiorodyne, but the fact is, that | have found it so 
in Cholera. universally applicable as a sedative, that there is great difficulty in making a 
“ 1st Stage, or Premonitory—In this stage the remedy acts as a charm; | selection of cases which most strikingly mark its beneficial action without 
one dose y rendering m rt inconveniently prolix. I can, however, most truly say, 
“ 2nd Stage, or that of Vomiting and Purging.—In this the remedy that ts fon Semedy mse generally efficient than any other with which I am 
with, two or | acquainted. Ite sedative and auodyne effects are 
Tires does bel duced, but they are also more ing, and are not followed by 
of the digestive functions ; on the contrary, oa 


being sufficien 
“ 3rd Stage, Siieicemainel commented the pulse. So are | headache, or 
we — of the immense value of this remedy, that we Cannot too fereibly instances its continued use has been followed by exhilaration of spirits 
urge the necessity of adopting it in all cases.” improvement of “eT” ay in the various painful symptoms 


From Surgeon, Pembrokeshire. uterine irritation. In hysteria 
> euch by of Dr chartn, on theo tm end in mang eases of cough. In 
Lome Browne's Chlorodyne found - | combined in the early stuge with tartarized antimony, it is often of si 
Kare I have used twelve canees Me it, and in nearly every case in oo 
although ue ay prparation with the result; and 


I object, as a rule, to use any pre rg ol ‘ ad of . has sufficed for many months to secure quiet rest, scarcely disturbed by 


while the omiaaion of It a invariably fol 


i 


of ordi Cholera. 

The sleep which follows the composing influence of the medicine is 
y light and refreshing.” 
From Dr. B. J. BOULTON and Co., Horncastle—Sept. 26. 

4 “We have trade prulty cur Practice lately, 

an astringent in severe diarrhwa, and an anti-spasmodic in colic, with | and look it as an direct It seems 

“It 0 fheling of commas quietude not ol tainable by other 

this great advantage over over all other epdatives, 


pain in the head, resembling most distinctly douleureux as usually met that it] es NO 
CAUTION.—Be sure to ask for Dr. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE;; disappointment will result = any other.—See the Manuscript Signatar>. 


Price 3s. per Ounce, and in quantity of 10 Ounces carriage free. 


Sole Agent and Manufacturer—J. T. DAVENPORT, we and Pharmaceutical Chemist, 
33. GREAT RUSSELL-STREET, BLOOMS Y-SQUARE, LONDON, 
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